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Labor  of  love 


Photo:  Maureen  McGettigan 


Maria  Tsacle  has  been  serving  the  patrons  at  the  Janet  Pomeroy  Center  near  the  SF  Zoo  for  40  years.  In 
the  picture  above,  she  catches  the  holiday  spirit  with  Alex  and  Lucinda. 

Woman  started  as  a  volunteer,  stayed  40  years 


By  Dmitry  Kiper 

“He  will  never  walk  on  his  own,”  a  doc¬ 
tor  told  the  parents  of  a  brain-damaged  7- 
year-old. 

But  Maria  Tsacle,  who  works  at  the 
Janet  Pomeroy  Center,  walked  with  the 
child  every  day  for  six  months,  holding 
him  up,  helping  him  up,  trying  to  teach  him 
how  to  walk  on  his  own,  trying  to  defy  the 


doctor’s  enervating  diagnosis. 

One  day,  when  the  kid’s  mother  came  to 
pick  him  up,  Tsacle  told  him  to  “walk  to 
your  mom”  —  and  the  child  did.  The  mother 
instantly  began  to  weep. 

When  she  got  home,  she  called  her  hus¬ 
band  and  told  him  to  come  home  right 
away.  In  disbelief,  he  watched  his  son  walk 
toward  him. 

The  next  day,  the  mother  told  Tsacle, 


“We  never  cried  so  hard  in  our  lives.” 

Tsacle  has  been  working  as  an  assistant 
recreation  leader  at  the  Janet  Pomeroy 
Center  —  formerly  known  as  the  Recreation 
Center  for  the  Handicapped  -  for  the  last 
40  years. 

Founded  in  1952,  the  center  provides 
programs  and  services  for  the  developmen- 

Continued  on  page  9 


Plans  for  improving 


By  Dmitry  Kiper 

Richmond  District  residents 
got  a  glimpse  at  what  public 
transportation  on  Geary 
Boulevard  may  one  day  look  like 
at  a  SF  County  Transportation 
Authority  (TA)  workshop  Dec. 
10. 

In  its  second  series  of  public 
workshops,  the  transportation  au¬ 
thority  and  Muni  presented  the 


latest  results  of  its  Geary 
Corridor  Bus  Rapid  Transit 
Study  to  local  residents.  Muni 
and  TA  have  been  collecting  data 
on  the  Geary  bus  line  since  last 
year.  The  study  cost  $600,000. 

Since  the  first  series  of  public 
workshops  in  the  spring,  three 
conceptual  designs  for  the  Geary 
bus  system  have  been  proposed. 

Several  Geary  merchants  and 
local  residents  expressed  their 


Commentary 


Paul  Kozakiewicz 

Supervisors  bypass  public  debate 
to  force  Geary  transit  changes 


#38  Geary  debated 


The  SF  Board  of  Supervisors 
didn’t  do  city  residents  any  fa¬ 
vors  when  it  rushed  a  1/2-cent 
sales  tax  increase  for  transit  pro¬ 
jects  to  the  ballot  in  the  middle  of 
one  of  the  most-contested  elec¬ 
tion  battles  of  all  time  -  the 
Gavin  Newsom  versus  Matt 
Gonzalez  race  for  mayor  in 
November  2003.  The  proposition 
looked  like  a  no-brainer  with  its 
slick  and  glossy  cover,  but  the 
fine  print  of  the  proposition’s  pu¬ 
trid  innards  is  where  the  devil 


lies. 

Proposition  K,  which  needed 
a  two-thirds  vote  to  pass,  was  ap¬ 
proved  by  voters  in  2003.  It  re¬ 
placed  a  previous  sales  tax  mea¬ 
sure,  Proposition  B,  the  original 
30-year  sales  tax  measure  passed 
by  city  voters  in  1989.  The  City 
did  not  need  to  renew  the  mea¬ 
sure  for  another  16  years,  but  the 
supervisors,  acting  in  their  capac¬ 
ity  as  the  County  Transportation 
Authority,  voted  1 1  -0  to  move 
the  new  measure  to  the  people. 


dissatisfaction  with  the  project, 
some  of  them  questioning  the  ag¬ 
gressiveness  with  which  TA  has 
advocated  its  conceptual  designs. 

Some  went  even  further. 

“It  seems  to  me  it’s  a  done 
deal,”  said  David  Heller,  the 
president  of  the  Greater  Geary 
Boulevard  Merchants  and 
Property  Owners  Association. 

Faced  with  other  such  com¬ 
ments,  TA  Executive  Director 


By  doing  so,  the  supervisors 
accelerated  transit  projects  in  the 
City  by  going  into  debt.  They 
also  forced  major  transportation 
projects  on  the  citizenry  without 
adequately  telling  them  about  the 
changes  or  giving  them  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  voice  their  opinions 
about  the  projects. 

That’s  called  not  properly  vet¬ 
ting  the  public  process. 

Prop.  K  was  10  pages  long  as 
printed  in  the  voter’s  pamphlet. 
Buried  in  its  text  was  the  creation 
of  a  Bus  Rapid  Transit  (BRT) 
plan  for  the  City,  which  would 
create  dedicated  transit  lanes  on 
some  of  the  city’s  busiest  thor¬ 
oughfares  -  Geary  Boulevard 
(with  an  eye  toward  a  light  rail 
system).  Van  Ness  Avenue  and 
Potrero  Avenue.  The  resulting  re¬ 
verberations  from  the  proposed 
plan  -  traffic  being  dispersed  into 
the  neighborhoods,  safety  issues. 

Continued  on  page  6 


Jose  Luis  Moscovich  replied, 
“We’re  not  building  anything 
here.  We’re  just  doing  a  study.” 

The  purpose  of  the  meeting 
was  “to  show  different  design  al¬ 
ternatives,”  Moscovich  said. 

All  conceptual  designs  for  the 
BRT  in  the  Richmond  have  three 
things  in  common:  right-turn 
pockets  (meant  to  minimize  the 
traffic  delay  caused  by  right 
turns);  protruding,  rounded  curb 
comers,  or  bulbouts  (meant  to 
shorten  the  crosswalk  and  create 
more  visibility  for  pedestrians); 
and  dedicated  bus  lanes. 

Geary  currently  has  three 
lanes  of  traffic  in  each  direction 
through  the  Richmond  east  of 
Park  Presidio  Boulevard. 

West  of  Park  Presidio  Geary 
has  two  lanes  of  traffic  in  each 
direction.  A  designated  bus  lane 
would  eliminate  one  lane  of  traf¬ 
fic  in  each  direction  in  this 
stretch  of  the  boulevard. 

The  first  conceptual  design  the 
TA  is  looking  at  is  called  “curb- 
side  BRT,”  in  which  busses  travel 
in  the  right  lane  of  the  boulevard, 
like  they  currently  do.  Since  pas¬ 
sengers  would  have  to  wait  on 
the  sidewalk  for  the  bus,  the  TA 
anticipates  less  construction  im¬ 
pacts.  In  this  scenario,  left  turns 
for  vehicles  are  similar  to  what 
they  are  now. 

One  drawback  of  the  plan, 
however,  is  the  fact  that  for  a  ve- 

Continued  on  page  10 


Veterans 
Medical 
Center 
set  to 
build 
new  labs 

By  Todd  Levinson 

The  San  Francisco  Veterans 
Administration  Medical  Center  is 
continuing  its  plans  to  construct 
research  labs  on  a  comer  patch  of 
land  that  borders  Seal  Rock 
Drive. 

The  14,000-square-foot  pro¬ 
ject  will  house  labs  that  are  cur¬ 
rently  in  the  main  hospital  build¬ 
ing  on  the  grounds,  located  at 
42nd  Avenue  and  Clement  Street. 
A  mandated  seismic  retrofit  and 
privacy  laws,  which  require  room 
size  reductions,  are  displacing 
the  labs,  said  VA  Public  Affairs 
Officer  Gene  Gibson. 

The  labs  will  follow  safety 
protocols  for  handling  human 
disease,  and  roof-mounted  units 
will  vent  filtered  and  chemically 
treated  exhaust  into  the  air. 

"These  labs  are  going  to  be 
about  75  feet  from  our  homes,” 
said  David  Bums,  co-founder  of 
the  neighborhood  group  Friends 
of  Lands  End.  Bums  fives  at  16 
Seal  Rock  Dr.,  adjacent  to  the  fu¬ 
ture  site  of  the  labs. 

The  Planning  Association  for 
the  Richmond  (PAR),  which  rep¬ 
resents  1,600  households,  re¬ 
quested  an  environmental  study 
be  done,  but  VA  officials  say  the 
project  falls  under  the  size  re¬ 
quirement  for  a  study  as  mandat¬ 
ed  by  federal  law. 

"We  are  not  going  to  do  any¬ 
thing  dangerous  to  anyone," 
Gibson  said. 

National  Environmental 
Protection  Agency  laws  which 
also  govern  the  project  require 
that  a  study  be  done,  said  attor¬ 
ney  Gene  Brodsky,  a  board 
member  of  the  Planning 
Association  for  the  Richmond. 

These  laws  state  that  even 
small  projects  can  have  a  "cumu¬ 
lative”  impact  in  connection  with 
other  projects  on  the  site. 

Continued  on  page  10 
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Do  you  know  someone  who  did? 


Calling  all  past  Presidio  Panthers,  staff,  and  community  members! 

Presidio  Middle  School  in  San  Francisco’s  Richmond  District  is 
celebrating  75  years  of  excellence  and  we  want  you  to  be  part  of 
the  celebration!  Add  your  name  to  our  email  list  and  be  notified  of 
the  upcoming  celebratory  events.  Contact  Sara0902@aol.com  or 
call  Sandra  Fewer  at  752-1412  for  more  information. 


Don't  let  MUNI 
ruin  our  street. 


HARDWARE 


HARDWARE 
HAND  TOOLS 
ELECTRICAL 
PLUMBING 
GARDEN  SUPPLIES 
KEYS  CUT 

WEBER  BARBEQUES 


WINDOW  SHADES  CUT  TO  SIZE 
HOUSEWARES 
BATH  AND  KITCHEN  RUGS 
KITCHEN  GADGETS 
SMALL  APPLIANCES 
EUREKA  VACUUMS 
STORAGES  CLOSET  SUPPLIES 
VALSPAR  PAINTS 
Open  Mon-Sat  9-6,  Sundays  11-5 
www.hdweunl.CitySearch.com 
www.hardwareunlimitedsf.com 


hardware 

unlimited 


931-9133 


.3326  SACRAMENTO  STREET  AT  PRESIDIO 
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Traditional  ways 


Photo:  Francis  da  Silva 

Celina  To  performs  on  a  traditional  Chinese  instrument  at  the  Ortega  Branch 
Library  Dec.  17.  The  event  was  sponsored  by  the  SF  Gu-Zheng  Society. 


Year  of  the  Dog  rings  in  New  Year 


Families  and  friends  will  gath¬ 
er  in  January  and  February  to 
celebrate  the  arrival  of  the 
Chinese  New  Year.  Traditionally 
a  two-week  celebration,  the 
Chinese  New  Year  will  be  cele¬ 
brated  in  San  Francisco  during  a 
variety  of  events  over  a  three- 
week  period. 

The  Chinese  New  Year  is 
based  on  the  lunar  calendar,  and 
the  New  Year’s  Day  is  celebrated 
on  the  first  day  of  the  first  moon 
in  the  lunar  calendar,  which  usu¬ 
ally  happens  sometimes  between 
the  middle  of  January  and  the 
middle  of  February.  This  year’s 
events  will  mark  the  beginning  of 


the  year  4704,  the  Year  of  the 
Dog,  in  Chinese  culture. 

People  bom  in  the  Year  of  the 
Dog  are  said  to  be  loyal  and  are 
able  to  keep  secrets,  but  they 
worry  a  lot.  Year  of  the  Dogs  are 
generally  difficult  years,  meaning 
people  will  have  to  work  harder 
in  the  new  year  to  overcome  ob¬ 
stacles. 

The  New  Year  is  a  time  for 
family  gatherings.  Traditionally, 
families  meet  for  a  dinner  on 
New  Year’s  Eve  and  visit  friends 
and  relatives  after  New  Year’s 
Day  celebrations.  Other  tradi¬ 
tions  include  a  spring-cleaning  to 
prepare  for  the  next  year  and  the 


purchase  of  spring  couplets. 
Spring  couplets  are  a  common 
tradition  in  China  and  can  be 
bought  in  many  of  Chinatown’s 
shops  during  the  celebrations. 
They  consist  of  red  paper  with 
Chinese  poems  written  in  black 
ink.  They  are  expected  to  bring 
good  luck. 

In  San  Francisco,  a  three- 
week  festival  in  Chinatown  cul¬ 
minates  with  a  large  Chinatown 
parade  on  Saturday,  Feb.  11. 
There  are  also  smaller  events 
throughout  the  City. 

The  Chinatown  festival  in¬ 
cludes  a  Flower  Fair  on  Jan.  21 
and  22,  where  visitors  can  buy 
flowers,  fruit  and  candy,  each 
which  symbolizes  different  as¬ 
pects  of  the  New  Year.  The  tradi¬ 
tional  New  Year  fruits  -  oranges 
and  tangerines  -  symbolize  hap¬ 
piness  for  the  upcoming  year, 
while  flowers  and  plants  symbol¬ 
ize  growth.  Candy  is  traditionally 
served  to  guests. 

The  festival  will  also  include 
a  street  fair  at  the  end  of  the  cele¬ 
brations  during  Feb.  11  and  12, 
when  visitors  can  enjoy  dance, 
music  and  arts. 

But  the  main  event  of  the  fes¬ 
tival  is  the  Chinatown  parade, 
which  dates  back  to  the  1860s 


New  Year’s  Resolution: 


When  you  need  expert  advice, 
consult  a  professional, 
(that’s  us!) 


REAL  ESTATE  •  SINCE  1945 
Sales  •  Management  •  Loans 
" Full  Service  At  Your  Service" 
4630  Geary  Blvd.  at  10th  Ave. 

752-3600 

www.cournaleco.com 
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New  trails  in  works  for  Sutro  Bath  House 


ruins 


Photo:  Philip  Liborio  Gangi 

Many  areas  of  the  Sutro  Bath  House  ruins  at  Lands 
End  are  closed  to  the  public. 


by  Ryder  W.  Miller 

As  part  of  the  ambitious  plans 
by  the  Golden  Gate  National 
Recreation  Area  (GGNRA)  to 
enact  facility  improvements  in 
the  areas  encompassing  Lands 
End,  Sutro  Baths  and  the  Cliff 
House,  there  will  also  be  im¬ 
provements  made  in  the  Sutro 
Bath  House  ruins. 

The  Sutro  Bath  House  was 
built  in  1896  and  closed  and  de¬ 
molished  after  a  fire  in  1966. 

The  baths,  located  just  north 
of  the  Cliff  House,  was  once  a 
recreational  swimming  attraction 
which  drew  and  heated  water 
from  the  Pacific.  It  attracted  visi¬ 
tors  from  the  City  and  surround- 


Continued  from  page  2 

and  has  been  organized  by  the 
Chinese  Chamber  of  Commerce 
since  1958. 

The  parade  features  firecrack¬ 
ers,  school  marching  bands,  acro¬ 
batics,  lion  dances,  costumes  and 
more.  Miss  Chinatown  USA, 
crowned  during  a  ceremony  at 


The  SF  Board  of  Supervisors 
recently  honored  Chhu  Seng 
Ieng,  one  of  the  Richmond 
District  YMCA’s  teen  members, 
at  the  fourth  annual  Youth 
Recognition  Day  ceremony  in 
December. 

Each  year,  the  San  Francisco 
Youth  Commission  recognizes 
the  community  contributions  of 
one  youth  from  each  city  district. 
Ieng,  who  was  nominated  by  his 


ing  areas. 

The  two-acre  structure  was 
constructed  of  glass  and  had  a 
number  of  attractions,  including 
restaurants,  theater,  rare  plant 
displays  and  Egyptian  artifacts. 
At  one  time,  it  was  converted  to 
an  ice  skating  rink. 

The  National  Park  Service 
(NPS)  does  not  plan  to  recreate 
the  lost  Sutro  Baths  structure,  but 
some  of  the  trails  through  the 
area  will  be  improved. 

“The  baths  in  all  of  our  man¬ 
agement  plans  have  been  a  stabi¬ 
lized  ruin,”  said  GGNRA  Chief 
of  Public  Affairs  Rich 
Weideman. 

Though  the  present  area  of 
Sutro  Baths  is  an  eyesore  com- 


the  Palace  of  Fine  Arts  in 
February,  will  also  participate  in 
the  parade. 

The  Dragon  Dance  dates  back 
to  a  traditional  Lantern  Festival, 
which  takes  place  in  China  dur¬ 
ing  the  end  of  the  New  Year  cele¬ 
brations,  where  a  dragon  created 
of  bamboo  and  paper  is  carried 
through  the  streets.  The  dragon 


program  leaders,  represented  the 
Richmond  District  YMCA  and 
the  entire  local  community 
through  his  active  involvement 
and  participation  in  the 
Richmond  District  YMCA’s  Teen 
Leadership  Council,  FLEX  fit¬ 
ness  program  and  Outdoor  Club. 

“Ieng  is  a  committed  and  car¬ 
ing  member  of  the  community,” 
said  Josh  Leonard,  the  Richmond 
YMCA’s  teen  program  director. 


pared  to  its  former  glory,  the  area 
will  remain,  to  a  large  degree,  as 
it  is,  but  with  more  interpretive 
signage  and  some  erosion  stabi¬ 
lization. 

“We  don’t  want  to  put  in  a 
new  trail  system  and  have  it  col¬ 
lapse,”  Weideman  said.  “Geo- 
technically,  it  is  unstable  in  cer¬ 
tain  areas.” 

There  have  been  small  land¬ 
slides  in  the  past,  and  stabiliza¬ 
tion  may  involve  planting 
ground-stabilizing  plants  in  the 
area.  There  are  also  plans  in  the 
works  to  make  the  area  more 
wheelchair  accessible. 

The  most  noticeable  change  in 
the  area  will  be  a  number  of  in¬ 
terpretive  exhibits  that  will  tell 


in  the  Chinatown  parade  is  so 
long  that  it  takes  about  100  peo¬ 
ple  to  carry  it. 

Upcoming  events  celebrating 
the  Year  of  the  Dog  include: 

Jan  21:  Flower  fair  at  Grant 
Avenue,  between  Clay  Street  and 
Broadway,  10  a.m.  to  8  p.m.; 

Jan  22:  Flower  fair  at 
Washington  and  Jackson  streets, 
between  Stockton  and  Kearny 
streets,  9  a.m.  to  6  p.m.; 

Jan  27  to  Feb  12:  Chinese 
New  Year’s  carnival  on  Walter 
U.  Lum  Place,  between 
Washington  and  Clay  streets,  9 
a.m.  to  10  p.m.; 

Feb  11:  Community  street 
fair.  Grant  Avenue  between 
California  Street  and  Broadway, 
10  a.m.  to  4:30  p.m.; 

Feb  11:  Chinatown  parade. 
Market  and  Kearny  streets,  5:30 
p.m.  to  8  p.m. 


the  story  of  the  baths,  including 
information  about  Adolf  Sutro 
and  the  railroad  that  delivered 
passengers. 

The  GGNRA  is  in  the 
fundraising,  design  and  planning 
stage  of  the  Sutro  Baths  project, 
which  will  be  on  the  scale  of  im¬ 
provements  similar  to  Crissy 
Field.  Trail  improvements  at 
Lands  End  and  a  new  visitor  cen¬ 
ter  at  Merrie  Way  are  also  on  the 
way,  but  the  baths  will  remain  as 
is. 


The  NPS  has  a  mandate  to 
preserve  historical  archeological 
structures,  even  if  they  are  de¬ 
caying,  like  some  of  the  areas  of 
Sutro  Baths  and  the  sea  wall  at 
nearby  Ocean  Beach. 

“They  are  an  archeological 
treasure  as  they  are,”  said 
Weideman.  He  said  there  would 
be  an  early  spring  release  date 
for  the  project’s  final  plans. 

“The  GGNRA  is  still  working 
on  the  specifics,”  Weideman 
added. 


Now  Accepting  New  Patients! 

Board  Certified  Internist  with  recently  opened  office  near  St. 
Mary’s  Medical  Center  now  accepting  patients  for  primary 
care.  Most  insurance  plans  welcome.  Plenty  of  parking. 

John  A.  Selle  D.O. 

2250  Hayes  St.,  Suite  206 
Telephone:  (415)  379-6100 
www.drjohnselle.medem.com 
Office  Hours:  9  -  5;  M  -  F 


Chinese  New  Year  starts  in  January 


Local  teen  honored 


When  you  live  at  The  Tamalpais,  your  days  are  your  own.  Feel  secure  in 
a  comfortable  and  stimulating  environment,  and  discover  the  freedom 
to  pursue  your  passions. 

For  more  information  and  a  free  copy  of  The  Tamalpais' 
Guide  to  Marin  County  Trails,  call  Nancy  Martin  at 
415-461-2300. 


THE  TAMALPAIS 


A  Retirement  Community  of  Northern  California  Presbyterian  Homes  &  Services.  Inc. 


501  Via  Casitas,  Greenbrae,  CA  94904 
415-461-2300 

www.ncphs.org  ^ 

Lie.  #210102761  COA  #099  wfe 
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Coldwell  Banker  +  John  Kirkpatrick 

(leading  Coldwell  Banker  agent) 


Police  Blotter 


=  A  Powerful  Combination 


Tod  Individual  Producer  in 
San  Francisco’s  largest  Office 

2005  -  $34  million 
2004  -  $30  million 
2003  -  $26  million 
Experience: 

•  Licensed  Broker  Since  1 988 

•  Stanford  University's  Graduate  School  of 
Business  Executive  Marketing 

•  University  of  Southern  California  MBA  -  Marketing 

Community:  Vice  Chairman  YMCA  Community 
Outreach  Fundraising 

Docent  Program  Fine  Arts  Museums 
of  San  Francisco 

Languages  Skills:  Spanish,  Portuguese  and  Arabic 


Testimonials 


"John  . . .  the  first  words  that  come  to  my  mind  about  John  are  -  in¬ 
tegrity,  honesty  and  devotion.  John  is  not  only  extremely  professional 
but  he  makes  himself  available  for  his  client,  responding  promptly  to 
questions  (e-mail,  telephone,  fax,  etc.).  What  makes  him  a  very  spe¬ 
cial  real  estate  agent  is  that  he  has  a  natural  intuition  about  people 
and  situation.  He  will  be  right  there  for  you  when  you  need  emotion¬ 
al  support ..." 


John  Kirkpatrick 

Broker  Associate 
Coldwell  Banker 
(415)412-0559 
john@johnkirkpatrick.com 
www.johnkirkpatrick.com 


-  Nathalie  Ferino 


coiDiueix 

BANKCA  □ 


The  Board  of  Trustees 
City  College  of  San  Francisco 

Public  Meeting 
Thursday,  January  1 2 
5  p.m.. 

Smith  Hall 

Ocean  Avenue  Campus 
50  Phelan  Avenue 

Learn  about  the  status  of  facilities 
improvement  projects  funded  by  the  2001 
and  2005  Prop  A  Bond  Initiatives  and  the 
College's  strategies  for  dealing  with 
skyrocketing  construction  costs. 

For  more  information,  call 
(415)  239-3680 
or  visit  www.ccsf.edu. 


Aggravated  Assault  with  Weapon, 
Dec.  15, 1:15  p.m.,  500  Block  of  42nd 
Avenue 

One  sergeant  and  six  police  officers  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  500  block  of  42nd  Avenue  in 
response  to  a  911  call  and  heard  a  woman 
crying  for  help. 

When  they  knocked  on  the  door  of  the 
apartment,  the  cries  stopped.  An  officer 
forced  the  door  open  and  entered  the  apart¬ 
ment,  where  police  officers  found  a  wom¬ 
an  standing  in  the  living  room.  The  woman 
was  bleeding  from  the  top  of  the  head  and 
a  man  was  sitting  by  the  dining  room 
table. 

The  sergeant  called  for  an  ambulance, 
while  an  officer  placed  a  towel  on  the 
woman’s  cut.  The  64-year-old  woman 
pointed  at  the  man  while  screaming:  “He 
did  this  to  me,  he  shouldn’t  hit  a  lady  like 
that.” 

The  woman  said  the  suspect  hit  her 
with  a  dumb  bell,  which  was  lying  on  the 
floor.  The  woman’s  son  said  the  suspect 
had  hit  her  with  the  dumb  bell,  as  well  as 
with  his  fist.  He  said  his  mother  was  rent¬ 
ing  a  room  from  the  suspect. 

The  60-year-old  suspect  was  hooked. 

Robbery  With  Force,  Street  or  Public 
Place,  Dec.  4, 11:55  p.m.,  Intersection  of 
Parker  Avenue  and  Fulton  Street 

A  woman  returned  to  her  car,  which  she 
had  parked  on  Parker  Avenue  near  Fulton 
Street,  and  was  putting  her  bags  into  the 
trunk  when  a  man  approached.  The  man 
rapidly  walked  towards  her  and  suddenly 
stood  in  front  of  her.  She  was  unable  to 
move,  as  she  was  trapped  between  the  sus¬ 
pect  and  the  car. 

“What’s  going  on?”  she  asked  the  sus¬ 
pect. 

The  suspect  then  grabbed  her  handbag 
and  began  to  pull  her  backpack.  When  she 
said  she  was  a  student  and  only  had  books 
in  the  bag,  the  man  demanded  the  bag, 
pushed  her  to  the  ground,  and  began  hit¬ 
ting  her. 

“Just  take  all  of  it,  take  everything  you 
want,”  the  victim  said. 

The  suspect  then  took  the  backpack  and 
started  running.  After  he  left,  the  victim 
called  911  on  her  cell  phone  while  driving 
home. 

Police  detained  a  suspect  at  the  inter¬ 
section  of  Baker  and  Sutter  streets  for  an¬ 
other  robbery.  Since  the  victim’s  descrip¬ 
tion  of  the  suspect  matched  the  detained 
man,  police  suspected  the  man  had  com¬ 
mitted  both  robberies. 

The  woman  arrived  at  Baker  Street  and 
positively  identified  the  man.  Her  bag  was 
found  in  the  suspect’s  car  and  all  her  prop¬ 
erty  was  returned  to  her. 

The  suspect  was  booked. 

Inflict  Injury  of  Spouse/Cohabitee, 
Dec.  18,  5:28  p.m.,  500  Block  of  Fifth 
Avenue 

Police  officers  were  called  to  an  apart¬ 
ment  at  the  500  block  of  Fifth  Avenue  re¬ 
garding  domestic  violence.  The  22-year- 
old  victim  said  the  suspect,  her  boyfriend, 
had  pushed  her  towards  the  wall  and 
pressed  his  hands  against  her  chest  and 
neck.  The  26-year-old  suspect  agreed,  but 
said  he  had  done  so  after  the  woman  start¬ 
ed  pushing  him  and  throwing  things 
around  the  apartment. 

The  woman  said  she  had  returned  from 
a  vacation,  having  called  the  night  before 
she  came  home  to  speak  to  her  boyfriend. 

“I  have  this  kid  with  me,”  the  boyfriend 
said  before  hanging  up.  The  woman  be¬ 
lieved  he  meant  he  was  cheating  on  her 
with  another  woman. 

The  woman  said  that  when  she  returned 
from  the  vacation,  she  refused  to  speak  to 
her  boyfriend.  Instead,  she  went  into  the 
bathroom  to  take  a  shower.  When  she 
smelled  another  woman’s  scent  on  her 
boyfriend’s  towel,  she  threw  the  towels  on 
the  floor. 

The  man  unsuccessfully  tried  to  push 
her  out  of  the  bathroom,  and  pushed  her 
against  the  wall  while  grabbing  her  neck 
with  one  hand.  She  said  she  managed  to 
break  free,  and  then  the  man  started 
screaming  at  her. 


He  then  locked  himself  in  the  bath- 
•  room.  When  he  came  out,  she  went  in, 
locked  the  door  and  showered.  When  she 
came  out  of  the  bathroom,  he  was  gone 
and  she  called  the  police. 

Officers  noticed  that  the  woman 
seemed  scared  and  anxious,  but  the  man 
seemed  relaxed.  The  police  could  also 
smell  alcohol  on  the  man’s  breath,  and  the 
woman  had  a  red  mark  on  her  chest. 

The  man  was  booked  for  inflicting  in¬ 
jury  on  the  victim. 

Warrant  Arrest,  Resisting,  Delaying 
or  Obstructing  Peace  Officer  Duties, 
Battery  of  Police  Officer,  Dec.  14,  3:12 
p.m.,  400  Block  of  Sixth  Avenue 

While  on  patrol,  two  officers  noticed 
another  officer  standing  with  two  men  on 
Sixth  Avenue.  The  two  men  were  arguing. 
The  officers  stopped  the  car  and  walked 
up  to  the  men. 

One  of  the  men  said  the  suspect,  a  22- 
year-old  man,  had  walked  up  to  him,  ac¬ 
cusing  him  of  pinching  his  butt.  The  sus¬ 
pect  seemed  drunk  and  smelled  like  alco¬ 
hol. 

The  suspect  was  asked  for  his  date  of 
birth  and  Social  Security  number,  but 
when  a  warrant  check  revealed  that  the 
man  with  those  numbers  had  three  warrant 
arrests,  the  suspect  said  he  had  given  an 
incorrect  Social  Security  number,  and  re¬ 
ported  another  one. 

The  suspect  was  then  taken  into  cus¬ 
tody  and  brought  to  the  Richmond  Station. 

On  the  way  to  the  police  station,  the 
man  started  saying  racial  slurs  to  the  two 
officers  in  the  car.  Inside  the  station,  the 
man  continued  to  verbally  abuse  the  offi¬ 
cers  and  also  spat  on  one  of  them. 

After  signing  a  property  receipt,  he  re¬ 
fused  to  give  back  the  pen.  A  sergeant 
feared  he  could  use  the  pen  as  a  weapon, 
and  demanded  he  give  it  back.  The  sus¬ 
pect  then  threw  the  pen  at  the  sergeant  and 
also  attempted  to  hit  him  but  was  stopped 
by  a  glass  partition.  Two  officers  then 
pushed  the  suspect  to  the  ground  and 
handcuffed  him. 

He  was  booked. 

Cultivating/Planting  Marijuana, 
Possession  of  Marijuana  for  Sale,  Dec. 
12,  6:31  a.m.,  2900  Block  of  Fulton 
Street 

A  cab  driver  was  called  to  the  2900 
block  of  Fulton  Street.  When  he  arrived, 
he  noticed  three  men  and  one  woman 
coming  out  of  an  apartment  house.  The 
four  people  were  fighting  with  each  other 
so  the  cab  driver  drove  away  and  contact¬ 
ed  the  cab  company’s  dispatcher,  who 
called  police. 

A  sergeant  and  several  officers  arrived 
at  the  scene  and  detained  two  of  the  sus¬ 
pects.  While  the  officers  stayed  with  the 
two  suspects,  the  sergeant  went  to  ques¬ 
tion  and  check  on  the  safety  of  the  other 
two. 

While  he  was  in  the  apartment,  he  no¬ 
ticed  cultivating  rooms  with  marijuana 
plants.  Besides  the  plants,  the  rooms  had 
fertilizing  systems,  fans  and  heating 
lamps.  The  police  also  found  three  bags  of 
dried  marijuana. 

The  suspects  denied  their  involvement 
in  any  fights,  but  the  man  renting  the 
apartment  was  booked  for  cultivating  mar¬ 
ijuana  and  possessing  marijuana  for  sale. 

Stolen  Vehicle  Recovered,  Dec.  19, 
12:53  a.m.,  Intersection  of  Third 
Avenue  and  Geary  Boulevard 

Police  officers  were  called  to  the  inter¬ 
section  of  Third  Avenue  and  Geary 
Boulevard  regarding  a  man  who  was  driv¬ 
ing  a  stolen  vehicle.  The  woman  who  re¬ 
ported  the  incident  was  his  ex-girlfriend 
and  owner  of  the  car.  The  woman  said  the 
suspect  had  taken  the  car  without  permis¬ 
sion. 

The  man  said  he  was  the  one  who  paid 
for  the  car,  but  that  it  was  registered  in  his 
ex-girlfriend’s  name.  The  suspect  was  re¬ 
vealed  to  have  a  suspended  driving  license 
and  was  also  on  probation.  He  was  booked 
for  stealing  the  vehicle. 
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Police  Beat 

Capt.  Sandra  Tong 


Happy  New  Year,  stay  safe 


Happy  New  Year  to  all  of  you. 
On  behalf  of  the  officers  at  the 
Richmond  Station,  we  wish  you 
a  happy,  healthy  and  safe  2006! 

On  Nov.  30,  the  SF  Police 
Commission  meeting  was  hosted 
by  the  Jewish  Community  Center 
of  San  Francisco. 

The  following  are  some  crime 
statistics  (comparison  2004  to 
2005)  that  I  presented  to  the 
Police  Commission: 

•  Overall,  Part  I  crimes  de¬ 
clined  by  7  percent; 

•  Traffic  collisions  increased 
by  6  percent; 

•  Traffic  collisions  involving 
pedestrians  increased  by  7  per¬ 
cent; 

•  Traffic  collisions  involving 
fatalities  declined  by  67  percent. 

Part  I  crimes  include  the  fol¬ 
lowing:  homicide,  sexual  assault, 
robbery,  aggravated  assault,  ar¬ 
son,  burglary,  theft  and  motor  ve¬ 
hicle  theft. 

Crime  increased  in  two  cate¬ 
gories,  aggravated  assaults,  by  3 
percent,  and  burglary,  by  10  per¬ 
cent. 

The  increase  in  reported  bur¬ 
glaries  is  of  concern,  so  here  are 
the  following  10  best  tips,  pro¬ 
vided  by  SF  SAFE,  for  residen¬ 
tial  security: 

•  Keep  doors  and  windows 
locked  when  away  from  the 
home.  Approximately  half  of  all 
residential  burglaries  are  made 
via  unforced  entries. 

To  lock  a  door  or  window, 
make  sure  it  is  held  tightly  in 
place  and  does  not  budge  when 
pushed,  pulled  or  lifted.  Even  if  a 
window  is  open  for  ventilation, 
(no  more  than  three  inches),  it 
should  be  locked  tight  to  prevent 
being  opened  wider. 

In  addition  to  being  equipped 
with  good  locks,  a  door  and 
doorjamb  should  be  of  sound 
construction; 

•  Garage  security  -  disconnect 
any  exterior  electronic  key 
switches  or  electronic  number 
pads  that  open  your  garage  door 
and  use  either  a  remote  control 
opener  or  a  key; 


•  Bikes  in  a  locked  garage 
need  to  be  locked  securely  to  a 
sturdy  bike  rack  or  stationary 
structure. 

Most  storage  lockers  are  de¬ 
signed  for  storing  non-valuables. 
A  secure  storage  compartment 
has  sturdy  walls,  doors  and  locks 
like  those  in  the  entry  way  of  a 
building; 

•  A  locked  vehicle  in  a  locked 
garage  does  not  keep  valuables 
secure.  Remove  valuables  from 
the  vehicle; 

•  Keep  the  property  in  good 
repair  and  appearance  as  much  as 
possible.  Good  maintenance  en¬ 
hances  the  look  of  good  security. 
Maintain  visibility; 

•  Mark  your  valuables  for 
identification  and  recovery.  Keep 
an  up-to-date  inventory  of  your 
valuables,  including  serial  num¬ 
bers,  photographs  and  a  physical 
description  of  each  item.  Learn 
about  the  Operation 
Identification  Program  by  con¬ 
tacting  SF  SAFE; 

•  Install  a  180-degree  wide- 
angle  door  viewer  on  your  front 
door  and  look  before  opening  it; 

•  Be  alert  when  answering  un¬ 
solicited  visitors  and  callers.  Do 
not  provide  entry  or  information 
to  people  until  you  have  deter¬ 
mined  who  they  are  and  why  you 
should  provide  access; 

•  Consider  having  an  alarm 
system  installed  as  a  back-up  to 
the  physical  and  personal  securi¬ 
ty  measures  you  have  taken. 
Obtain  estimates  from  at  least 
three  companies  before  purchas¬ 
ing  a  system; 

•  Join  or  establish  a  SAFE 
Neighborhood  Watch  on  your 
block  to  network  and  plan  a 
crime  prevention  strategy  for 
your  area.  Contact  SAFE  at  553- 
1984  for  more  information. 

The  Traffic  Company  of  the 
SF  Police  Department,  SF 
Department  of  Parking  and 
Traffic,  SF  Department  of  Health 
and  California  State  Automobile 
Association  are  collaborating  on 
“Operation  Safe  Streets.” 

“Safe  Streets”  is  focusing  on 


LIKE  A  GOOD  NEIGHBOR. 
STATE  FARM  IS  THERE.® 

WE  LIVE  WHERE  YOU  LIVE.' 


For  your  Auto,  Home.  Life  and  Health  insurance  needs,  see  one  of 
these  State  Farm  Agents: 

Ernie  Louie 
2209  Clement  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94121 
415-752-6119 


CA  lie.  #0700879 
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STATE  FARM  IS  THERE 


Providing  Insurance  and  Financial  Services 


pedestrian  safety  and  safe  speed 
compliance  through  a  public 
awareness  campaign  and  targeted 
traffic  enforcement.  There  have 
been  three  public  awareness 
events  and  more  than  965  cita¬ 
tions  issued  since  August. 

There  have  been  citizen  in¬ 
quiries  regarding  the  enforce¬ 
ment  program,  especially  the 
pedestrian  decoy  program. 

The  primary  focus  of  the 
pedestrian  decoy  program  is  to 
raise  the  awareness  of  motorists 
regarding  21950(a)  of  the 
Vehicle  Code,  the  Pedestrian 
Right  of  Way  at  Crosswalks.  The 
law  states  that  when  a  pedestrian 
is  in  a  crosswalk,  the  motorist 
must  yield.  During  the  enforce¬ 
ment  programs,  the  traffic  offi¬ 
cers  are  trained  to  use  their 
judgement  in  evaluating  the  letter 
of  the  law. 

The  officers  acting  as  pedes¬ 
trian  decoys  do  not  entrap  mo¬ 
torists  by  stopping  in  the  cross¬ 
walk  or  waving  the  driver 
through.  The  enforcement  pro¬ 
gram  also  includes  pedestrian  vi¬ 
olations  for  jaywalking  and 
crossing  on  a  red  light.  The  in¬ 
tention  of  “Operation  Safe 
Streets”  is  to  make  our  district 
safer. 

Incident  on  Clement  St. 

On  Tuesday,  Dec.  13,  at  ap¬ 
proximately  6:50  p.m.  our  plain¬ 
clothes  officers  were  involved  in 
an  incident  at  Sixth  Avenue  and 
Clement  Street. 

The  officers  had  observed  a 
white  Cadillac  that  was  reported 
stolen  and  were  waiting  for  the 
assistance  of  a  marked  patrol  unit 
when  the  Cadillac  pulled  into  a 
parking  stall  at  310  Sixth  Ave. 
The  officers  cautiously  ap¬ 
proached  the  stolen  vehicle  and 
attempted  to  detain  the  driver. 

The  driver  didn’t  comply, 
however,  and  backed  up  and 
struck  an  unmarked  police  car 
that  was  positioned  about  10  to 
12  feet  behind  the  stolen  vehicle. 
In  his  attempt  to  elude  the  offi¬ 
cers,  the  driver  repeated  rammed 
the  police  vehicle.  He  was  able  to 


move  it  and  escaped  by  driving 
on  the  sidewalk  up  Sixth  Avenue 
to  Clement  Street. 

Fortunately  the  officers  nar¬ 
rowly  escaped  being  struck  by 
the  vehicle  and  no  bystanders 
were  injured. 

The  police  department’s 
General  Works  Inspectors  quick¬ 


ly  identified  the  driver,  issued  a 
warrant  and  arrested  the  driver 
for  aggravated  assault  on  a  police 
officer,  possession  of  a  stolen  ve¬ 
hicle  and  various  criminal  offens¬ 
es. 

Capt.  Sandra  Tong  is  the 
commanding  officer  at  the 
Richmond  Police  Station. 


C  A  F  £  &  DELI 


Quality,  fresh  food  with  a  friendly  touch! 

“Offering  Take  Out  Meals,  M-Th  until  7  p.m. 
“Call  us  for  all  of  your  catering  needs! 

6000  California  St. @  22nd  Ave., Tel. 221-7801 


Just  for  Seniors 
Reverse  Mortgages  - 
Is  It  Right  For  You? 

Free  Seminars 

Jan.  24  -  Richmond,  461  6th  Ave.  (at  Geary) 
Jan.  25  -  Sunset,  2345  24th  Ave.  (at  Taraval) 

FINANCIAL  FREEDOM 

■  subsidiary  of  IndyMac  Bank,  f.s.b.  All  meetings  at  local  police  station  community  meeting  rooms. 

Equal  Housing  Lender 


Miren  Alvarez 
(415)  333-5575 

Call  For  Details 


CAL.  LIC  #556995 


" Serving  all  your  plumbing  needs." 

Remodels  •  New  Construction  •  Service  Work  •  Sewers 

6oo  Amador  St.  •  (415)  282-9370 


Bankofthe  Orient® 

Service  Strengthened  by  Over  30  Years  of  Financial  Expertise 


Explore 

endless  business 
opportunities. 

Bank  ofthe  Orientis  backed  by 
over  30  years  of  financial 
expertise,  localized  knowledge, 
and  comprehensive  business 
finance  services.  Countonus 
in  yourbusiness  expansion 
and  your  road  to  success. 


San  Francisco 
233  Sansome  Street 
415.338.0843 


San  Francisco 
1023  Stockton  Street 
415.338.0879 


San  Francisco 
317  Sixth  Avenue 
415.338.0809 


San  Francisco 
2001  Irving  Street 
415.338.0600 


Oakland 
360  Twelfth  Street 
510.834.0731 


Millbrae 

500  Broadway  Avenue 
650.259.3388 


City  of  Industry 
18605  E.  GaleAvenue 
626.912.8030 


Honolulu 
765  Bishop  Street 
808.543.3700 


Customer  Service  Center 

9:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  PST 


Honolulu 

2851  E.  ManoaRoad 
808.973.4500  FDI 


1 .800.881 .2686  www.bankorient.com 
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CREDIT  UNION 

CAR  SAI  F, 

Presented  by  San  Francisco  Federal  Credit  Union 
&  San  Francisco  Auto  Dealers  Association 

Saturday,  January  21st-  Sunday,  January  29th 

No  Payments  for  90  Days*  No  Down  Payment** 


Participating  Dealerships 
www.sfautodealers.com 


•  Special  Pricing  for 
Credit  Union  Members 

•  SF  City  &  County  Employees 
Welcome 

•  New  &  Pre-Owned  Vehicles 

•  Non-members  can  join 
at  the  Dealership*** 

•  No  Haggle  Pricing 

•  Credit  Union  Financing 
at  the  Dealership 

•  No  Pre-Approval  Required 


San  Francisco  Chrysler,  Jeep  &  Gem 

South  Van  Ness  &  1 6th  Street 
415.431.3892 

BMW  of  San  Francisco 

South  Van  Ness  &  Howard 
415.551.4210 

Mercedes-Benz  of  San  Francisco 

Van  Ness  &  O’Farrell 
888.226.3693 

Ellis  Brooks,  General  Motors 

Van  Ness  &  Bush 
415.776.2400 

San  Francisco  Toyota 

Geary  &  2nd  Avenue 

415.831.5717 

Van  Ness  8  Sacramento 

415.674.0690 


. ,  770  Golden  Gale  Avenue. 

bAN  FRANCISCO  www.SanFranci'scoFCU 

For  financing  or  membership  questions. 


770  Golden  Gate  Avenue.  San  Francisco.  CA  94102 

com 


FEDERAL  CREDIT  UNION 


please  call  (415)775-5377. 


CHRYSLER 
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CHEVROLET 
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GEM 


’Interest  wttt  accrue  from  the  date  of  loan  funding  on  “No  payment  lot  90  days*  option.  •  **  'No  down  payment!"  available  upon  approved  credit. 

•““Must  meet  Membership  eligibility  requirements  and  join  the  Credit  Union  prior  to  loan  funding,  i205-oi07E 


Meet  Marietta,  Kevin,  Miki  and  Kobe  Bernstein, 

Founders  of  Vavadog,  hip  gear  for  the  urban  pet. 

From  Chihuahuas  to  Great  Danes,  Marietta  and  Kevin's  trend-setting  doggie  duds 
adorn  Hollywood  celebrities'  fur  kids  and  other  canines  around  the  country.  From 
catwalks  to  sidewalks,  their  sensible  fashions  are  all  the  rage.  When  it  comes  to  design, 
these  entrepreneurs  have  a  keen  eye.  So,  when  it  came  to  the  dog-eat-dog  world  of 
San  Francisco  real  estate,  they  chose  a  Zephyr  agent  who  fit  their  style  and  found  the 
perfect  condo  in  the  Haight  that  they  call  "Best  in  Show." 


We’re  all  about  San  Francisco. 
www.zephyrsf.com 


ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 


South  of  Market  •  415.905.0250 
West  Portal  •  415.731.5000 
Noe  Valley  •  415.695.7707 
Upper  Market  •  415.552.9500 
Potrero  Hill  •  415.824.7200 


BRT's  odious  beginning 


Continued  from  page  1 

and  the  potential  decimation  of  the  local 
business  communities  -  were  not  discussed 
by  the  public  at  large  because  they  did  not 
know  about  the  plan. 

But  it  gets  worse.  The  TA,  via  the  com¬ 
mittee  operating  right  under  its  nose,  was 
running  a  political  campaign,  complete 
with  hired  political  consultants,  to  pass 
Prop.  K.  The  Chamber  of  Commerce  and 
the  TA  both  commissioned  polls  to  gauge 
public  reaction,  and  members  of  the 
Expenditure  Plan  Advisory  Committee 
(EPAC)  were  told  to  treat  their  actions  as 
part  of  a  political  campaign.  The  commit¬ 
tee  was  established  to  advise  the  TA  con¬ 
cerning  Prop.  K. 

The  results  of  one  poll  were  given  to 
EPAC  members  during  their  regular  meet¬ 
ing.  It  showed  35  percent  of  the  public  was 
opposed  to  light  rail. 

That’s  bad  when  you  need  67  percent  of 
the  public  to  pass  a  tax  measure. 

It’s  no  wonder  the  presidents  of  the 
Geary,  Clement  and  Sacramento  street  mer¬ 
chants’  associations  knew  nothing  of  Prop. 
K’s  fine  print,  because  they  might  have  had 
some  problems  with  it. 

“I’m  opposed  to  any  measure  that  would 
bring  more  cars  to 
Clement  Street,”  said 
Irv  Phillips,  president 
of  the  Inner  Clement 
Street  Merchants 
Association. 

With  the  board  of 
supervisors  flying 
their  plan  under  the 
radar  of  the  city’s  resi¬ 
dents,  many  neighbor¬ 
hood  activists  also  didn’t  know  of  the 
Geary  plan,  including  Edith  McMillan, 
who  was  the  one  who  informed  me  of  the 
city’s  plan  to  put  cellular  antennae  on  the 
top  of  George  Washington  High  School,  a 
plan  that  was  halted. 

In  fact.  I’ve  discovered  very  few  people 
in  the  Richmond,  and  I’ve  talked  to  many, 
who  knew  they  were  voting  for  the  Geary 
BRT/light  rail  plan  when  they  voted  for 
Prop.  K. 

I  don’t  think  that’s  an  accident. 

Muni  Wins  Without  Firing  a  Shot 

Muni  was  out  in  the  Richmond  in  the 
early  ’90s  pushing  its  light  rail  plan  for 
Geary  Boulevard  when  it  encountered  re¬ 
sistance  from  some  people  in  the  district, 
including  merchants,  who  wanted  to  know 
what  the  action  would  do  to  them. 

A  major  planner  of  the  project  with 
Muni  at  that  time,  Peter  Straus,  is  now 
working  with  the  TA  to  get  the  Geary  plan 
implemented. 

To  date,  the  TA  has  earmarked  $3 1  mil¬ 
lion  for  Geary  BRT.  Another  $55  million 
for  light  rail  was  included  in  Prop.  K. 

With  Prop.  K,  Muni  was  able  to  achieve 
its  aims  for  Geary  without  firing  a  shot  - 
no  messy  debates  or  constructive  criticism 
from  neighborhood  activists.  Just  do  it. 

The  plan  was  slipped  into  Prop.  K,  with 
the  tacit  blessing  of  Richmond  District 
Supervisor  Jake  McGoldrick,  and  moved 
forward  in  the  planning  and  budgetary  no¬ 
tification  process  with  little  or  no  notifica¬ 
tion  to  significant  neighborhood  groups. 

There  was  also  little  discussion  about 
the  financial  ramifications  to  city  taxpay¬ 
ers.  Yes,  the  1/2-cent  sales  tax  would  help 
pay  for  transit  projects,  but  Prop.  K  also  al¬ 
lows  the  board  of  supervisors  to  issue 
bonds  to  go  into  debt  to  pay  for  projects. 

Under  the  old  Prop.  B,  die  City  was 
paying  for  transportation  projects  as  sales 
tax  revenue  was  coming  in.  But,  with  the 
board  of  supervisor’s  new  Prop.  K,  voter 
authority  was  slipped  into  the  language  of 
the  legislation  to  issue  bonds  and  deficit- 
spend  on  transit  projects.  According  to  the 
TA’s  Strategic  Plan,  the  authority  is  expect¬ 
ed  to  borrow  about  $  1  billion  during  the 
life  of  Prop.  K  to  accelerate  its  transporta¬ 
tion  plans. 

Prop.  K  Process  Flawed 

The  process  of  getting  FYop.  K  to  the 
ballot  was  flawed  from  the  start  when 
BART  Director  Tom  Radulovich,  an  avid 
transit  promoter  and  vocal  opponent  of  the 
effort  to  save  the  Central  Freeway  from  de¬ 
molition  in  1999,  was  named  chairman  of 


EPAC. 

According  to  the  minutes  of  the  first 
meeting  of  the  advisory  committee,  on 
April  29,  2003,  Radulovich  told  committee 
members:  “EPAC’s  approach  to  the  expen¬ 
diture  plan  should  be  along  the  lines  of 
running  a  campaign  for  the  November  bal¬ 
lot.” 

As  well,  the  TA’s  legal  representation, 
attorney  Stan  Taylor,  told  committee  mem¬ 
bers  that  their  advocacy  for  a  particular 
position  was  OK. 

Concerning  the  28  members  of  EPAC 
(including  seven  alternate  members),  only 
one  was  from  District  1  (Richmond 
District).  That  person  was  Bruce  Oka,  who 
was  on  the  committee  representing  the  dis¬ 
abled  community. 

The  people  who  composed  EPAC  did 
not  represent  a  broad  cross  section  of  the 
population.  It  was  short  on  small  merchant 
advocates  and  heavily  loaded  with  transit 
advocates,  including  members  from  Muni 
and  the  non-profit  organization  Rescue 
Muni.  The  SF  Chamber  of  Commerce  was 
represented  on  EPAC  and  was  a  major 
sponsor  of  Prop.  K,  but  the  chamber  has 
never  let  the  views  or  concerns  of  the 
city’s  small  merchants  get  in  the  way  of  its 
agenda.  Despite  the  chamber’s  representa¬ 


tive  holding  down  the  number  two  spot  on 
EPAC,  the  chamber  voiced  little  concern 
for  the  merchants  on  Geary  Boulevard, 

Van  Ness  Avenue  or  Potrero  Avenue. 

Marie  Brooks,  the  proprietor  of  an  auto 
dealership  on  Van  Ness  Avenue,  has  been 
involved  in  civic  affairs  for  decades.  She 
said  she  had  no  knowledge  of  the  TA’s 
plan  for  Van  Ness.  My  guess  is  most  of  the 
merchants  on  Van  Ness,  like  most  of  the 
merchants  on  Geary  Boulevard,  didn’t 
know  about  the  plan. 

The  TA  says  one  of  the  groups  it  was 
working  with  before  the  November  2003 
election  was  the  Coalition  for  San 
Francisco  Neighborhoods.  But  the  TA  nev¬ 
er  mentioned  the  BRT  program  when  it 
was  looking  for  Prop.  K  support,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Barbara  Mescunas,  former  president 
of  the  coalition. 

The  TA’s  outreach  campaign  was  inade¬ 
quate  or  non-existent,  with  many  impor¬ 
tant  groups  being  overlooked  or  ignored. 
The  entire  ethnic  community,  including 
the  Chinese  living  in  the  west  side  of  the 
City,  was  not  even  notified.  Only  within 
the  past  several  months,  years  after  this 
process  started,  did  the  TA  secure  a 
$200,000  grant  for  outreach  to  ethnic  mi¬ 
norities. 

The  language  to  include  Geary 
Boulevard  in  Prop.  K  was  added  to  the 
draft  proposition  at  EPAC’s  fourth  meeting 
when  one  paragraph  was  popped  into 
Prop.  K’s  text  by  Rescue  Muni’s  Andrew 
Sullivan. 

The  paragraph  was  enough  to  get  a 
“voter  approved”  mandate  for  digging  up 
Geary  Boulevard  for  a  BRT  and  then  light 
rail  system,  according  to  Jose  Luis 
Moscovich,  the  executive  director  of  the 
Transportation  Authority. 

Three  ‘Options’  a  Farce 

It’s  no  wonder  the  TA,  McGoldrick  and 
other  transit  advocates  haven’t  been  out 
front  discussing  the  Geary  Boulevard  Plan. 
There’s  only  one  plan  -  the  one  Muni  al¬ 
ways  wanted  down  the  middle  of  Geary  - 
that  makes  any  sense  according  to  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  Prop.  K. 

The  TA  is  pretending  to  look  at  three 
options  for  Geary  BRT,  which  has  to  be 
designed  “rail  ready”  and  built  with  dedi¬ 
cated  transit  lanes,  according  to  Prop.  K. 

One  option  the  TA  is  presenting  at  pub¬ 
lic  workshops  would  use  the  outside  lanes 
of  Geary,  similar  to  the  one  buses  current¬ 
ly  use.  The  two  other  options  would  have 
dedicated  center  lanes  on  Geary 
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There's  only  one  plan  -  the 
one  Muni  always  wanted 
down  the  middle  of  Geary  - 
that  makes  any  sense  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  language  of  Prop.  K. 
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Text  from  Prop.  K  (page  6  of  voter's  pamphlet  -  November  2003) 

“The  Authority  shall  give  priority  for  funding  to  major  capital  projects  that  are  supportive  of  adopted  land  use 
plans,  with  particular  emphasis  on  improving  transit  supply  to  corridors  designated  for  infill  housing  and  other 
transit-supportive  land  uses.  Transit  supportive  land  uses  are  defined  as  those  which  help  to  increase  the  cost-ef¬ 
fectiveness  of  transit  service  by  improving  transit  ridership  and  reducing  traffic  along  transit  corridors. 

•  Bus  Rapid  Transit  Network 

Implement  Bus  Rapid  Transit  and  Transit  Preferential  Streets  programs  ....  Creation  of  fast,  frequent  and  reliable 
bus  rapid  transit  service,  with  exclusive  transit  lanes  and  dedicated  stations,  on  Geary  Boulevard  (designed  and 
built  to  rail  standards),  Van  Ness  Avenue  and  Potrero  Avenue. 

•  Geary  Light  Rail: 

This  funding  is  for  environmental  studies,  preliminary  and  detailed  engineering  for  implementing  light  rail  transit 
on  Geary  Boulevard  (Priority  3).  Sponsoring  agency:  Muni.  Total  funding  Prop.  K:  $55  million” 


Boulevard. 

The  plans  are: 

•  Option  number  1  -  the  out¬ 
side  lanes  of  Geary  Boulevard:  It 
is  debatable  as  to  whether  or  not 
this  option  is  even  legal.  All  of 
Muni’s  light  rail  systems,  which 
is  what  Prop.  K  calls  for,  are  in 
the  center  of  city  streets.  It  is  un¬ 
likely  the  supervisors  would  ap¬ 
prove  a  plan  that  would  not  be 
acceptable  to  seniors  and  advo¬ 
cates  for  the  disabled.  It  also  po¬ 
tentially  costs  the  most  in  terms 
of  lost  parking  because  the  bus 
stops  have  to  be  lengthened  to 
accommodate  the  length  of  a 
two-car  train. 

According  to  the  TA’s  Deputy 
Director  for  Planning  Tilly 
Chang,  the  Transportation 
Authority  will  not  build  rail  in 
the  outside  lanes  but  can  reserve 
the  right  to  install  light  rail  at  a 
later  time  in  the  center  of  Geary 
because  exclusive  transit  lanes 
on  the  outside  of  the  street  will 
be  transferable. 

Moscovich  has  a  different 
take,  saying  rail  could  be  built  in 
the  outside  lanes,  and  thus  a  BRT 
in  the  outside  lanes  could  be 
considered  “rail  ready.” 

Meanwhile,  Rescue  Muni  and 
the  Geary  CAC  say  the  BRT  has 
to  be  located  in  the  center  lanes 
to  be  rail  ready. 

I  called  City  Attorney  Dennis 
Herrera’s  office  numerous  times 
for  a  reading  on  the  option,  but 


got  no  response.  I  was  initially 
told  my  four  questions  had  to  go 
to  several  lawyers,  but  I  heard 
from  no  one. 

•  Option  number  2  —  Center 
lanes  of  Geary  with  dedicated 
passenger  stations  on  the  inside 
of  dedicated  transit  lanes:  This 
plan  would  have  passengers 
waiting  on  a  center  platform  with 
buses  or  trains  loading  passen¬ 
gers  on  the  left  side  of  the  vehi¬ 
cle. 

There  are  two  problems  with 
this  option.  First,  the  City  would 
have  to  spend  millions  of  dollars 
purchasing  special  left-loading 
buses  that  could  only  be  used  on 
the  #38  Geary  line.  And,  because 
there  are  no  other  left-loading  ve¬ 
hicles  in  Muni’s  fleet,  spare  parts 
would  have  to  be  stocked  and 
any  vehicle  that  breaks  down 
would  have  to  be  replaced  from 
the  special  stock.  Second,  a  bus 


would  not  have  the  ability  to  pass 
another  bus,  causing  a  massive 
backup  in  the  system  if  a  bus 
breaks  down.  (Chang  says  the 
buses  could  possibly  jump  a 
short  curb  between  transit  lines 
to  bypass  a  breakdown.) 

A  “twist”  to  Option  #2  is  to 
have  buses  and  vehicular  traffic 
running  in  opposite,  or  contra,  di¬ 
rections  on  Geary  so  that  the  cur¬ 
rent  stock  of  buses  can  be  used 
with  center-loading  passenger 
platforms.  This  plan  would  be 
bizarre,  with  vehicles  traveling  in 
the  eastbound  and  westbound 
lanes  on  Geary  having  buses 
coming  head-on  in  their  direc¬ 
tion. 

Overall,  this  option  has  too 
many  drawbacks  -  it  is  DOA. 

•  Option  number  3  -  Center 
lanes  of  Geary  with  dedicated 
passenger  stations  on  the  outside 
of  dedicated  transit  lanes:  The 
only  drawback  to  this  plan  is  the 
fact  that  transit  riders  will  have 
their  backs  to  vehicular  traffic  -  a 
problem  that  can  be  easily  miti¬ 
gated. 

The  public  is  being  led  down 
a  predetermined  path. 

According  to  Chang,  speaking 
to  members  of  the  TA’s  Citizens 
Advisory  Committee  on  May  6, 
2004,  the  TA  was  hoping  to  nar¬ 
row  the  choice  of  plans  down  to 
one  before  starting  an 
Environmental  Impact  Report 
(EIR)  for  the  project. 

The  TA’s  pretense  of  explor¬ 
ing  “options”  is  not  even  a  good 
charade. 

PAR’S  Previous 
Transportation  Fiasco 

About  the  only  group  that  I 
could  find  that  knew  anything 
about  the  plan  for  Geary  BRT 
and  light  rail  was  the  Planning 
Association  for  the  Richmond 
(PAR),  a  group  that  supports  the 
transit  plan. 

But  PAR  was  involved  in  an 
earlier  planning  disaster  on 
Geary. 

In  the  late  ’70s,  PAR  support¬ 
ed  a  plan  to  calm  traffic  by 
adding  bus  bulbouts  and  restrict¬ 
ing  traffic  on  many  of  the  dis¬ 
trict’s  side  streets. 

The  experiment  came  to  an 
end  when  neighborhood  residents 
stormed  City  Hall  demanding  a 
change,  according  to  Dr.  Ron 
Konapaski,  an  Outer  Geary  resi¬ 
dent  who  was  involved  in  the 
storming  of  the  Bastille. 

One  member  of  PAR  said  the 
disaster  occurred  because  an 
Environmental  Impact  Report 
(EIR)  was  not  prepared  for  the 
project.  He  said  the  current  plan 
for  Geary  would  work  better  be¬ 
cause  an  EIR  will  be  prepared. 

McGoldrick’s  Silence 

“What  I  tried  to  get  going  was 
a  process,”  McGoldrick  told 
members  of  the  public  at  the  TA’s 
Dec.  12  workshop. 

In  early  December  he  said  the 
Geary  BRT  was  just  a  “set  of  op¬ 
tions”  being  investigated  to  im¬ 
prove  Geary.  But  in  this  month’s 


column  in  the  “Richmond 
Review,”  McGoldrick  claims  he 
is  moving  the  BRT  forward  to 
fulfill  a  campaign  promise. 

McGoldrick  had  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  keep  the  neighborhood  in¬ 
formed  via  Town  Hall  Meetings, 
direct  mail,  press  conferences  or 
via  his  monthly  column  in  the 
“Richmond  Review.”  Yet,  he 
chose  silence,  except  for  a  couple 
of  oblique  references  to  Geary 
transit  improvements,  during  the 
past  two-plus  years. 

McGoldrick  has  an  ethical 
obligation  to  disseminate  infor¬ 
mation  to  the  public,  especially 
concerning  the  largest  public 
works’  project  in  half  a  century. 
As  a  district  supervisor,  other 
members  of  the  board  trust  his 
decisions  to  be  in  the  best  inter¬ 
est  of  the  neighborhood-at-large 
-  not  for  the  benefit  of  special  in¬ 
terest  groups.  Everyone  should 
have  known  about  this  plan. 

McGoldrick  voted  to  put 
Prop.  K  on  the  ballot.  He  ad¬ 
dressed  the  first  meeting  of  the 
Geary  Citizens  Advisory 
Committee,  formed  by  his  vote 
as  a  member  of  the  TA,  and  has 
been  chair  of  the  TA  for  the  past 
two  years  (and  currently).  There 
have  been  numerous  opportuni¬ 
ties  to  discuss  the  plan  with  the 
public  as  it  has  moved  forward 
(see  timeline). 

It’s  not  right  when  neighbor¬ 
hood  leaders,  including  the  presi¬ 
dents  of  all  of  the  merchant  asso¬ 
ciations  in  the  district,  know 
nothing  about  a  plan  moving  for¬ 
ward  right  under  their  noses  that 
could  drastically  effect  their 
livelihoods  and  the  overall  quali¬ 
ty  of  life  in  the  district. 

I  believe  McGoldrick  abused 
his  position  as  a  representative 
for  all  of  the  people  when  he  de¬ 
cided  to  become  a  dictator  -  de¬ 
ciding  on  his  own  what  is  best 
for  80,000  people  living  in  the 
Richmond  while  quietly  plotting 
to  move  the  Geary  BRT/light  rail 
program  forward  without  notify¬ 
ing  the  district’s  major  stakehold¬ 
ers. 

He  decided,  despite  numerous 
opportunities  to  inform  the  pub¬ 
lic,  to  stay  silent. 

Is  BRT  Really  Needed? 

Prop.  K  passed  because  most 
people  want  to  improve  transit.  A 
better,  faster  tide  is  a  good  thing. 

But  Prop.  K  is  a  flawed  public 
process  that  throws  money  at 
transit,  up  to  $11  billion  over  the 
next  30  years,  without  objective¬ 
ly  looking  at  the  consequences  of 
the  TA’s  action  or  if  the  plans  to 
tear  up  Geary  and  other  city 
streets  are  actually  needed. 

The  current  plan  for  Geary 
BRT  will  run  in  the  $150  to  $200 
million  range  and  will  not  in¬ 
crease  capacity  by  one  person.  It 
could  decimate  local  businesses, 
increase  traffic  congestion  and 
reduce  the  good  quality  of  life 
residents  now  enjoy.  Out  of  the 
65,000  vehicles  that  travel  the 
corridor  every  day,  thousands 
would  be  displaced  to  other 
east/west  streets,  including 


Fulton,  Balboa,  California  and 
Lake  streets. 

As  well,  there  is  talk  of  in¬ 
creasing  the  housing  density  in 
the  Geary  Transit  Corridor  be¬ 
cause  the  state  and  federal  gov¬ 
ernments  are  giving  grants  for 
transit  projects  that  achieve  in¬ 
creased  housing  density. 

The  intersections  at  Geary  and 
Fillmore  Street  and  Geary  and 
Masonic  Avenue  will  be  recon¬ 
figured  once  again  so  vehicles  at 
two  of  the  city’s  busiest  intersec¬ 
tions  can  cross  at  street  level 
while  BRT  or  fight  rail  vehicles 
take  the  tunnels.  These  two  pro¬ 
jects  could  cost  from  $30  million 
to  $50  million  each. 

Local  merchant  Jack  Rhiel, 
proprietor  of  Big  O  Tires  on 
Geary  near  the  Masonic  tunnel, 
almost  went  out  of  business  in 
the  late  ’70s  because  of  the  years 
of  construction  that  was  required 
to  build  the  intersection.  He  says 
his  only  avenue  to  staying  in 
business  this  time  would  be  to 
sue  to  stop  the  process. 

City’s  Rush  to  Judgement 

The  current  process  of  send¬ 
ing  tax  measures  to  the  public  is 
seriously  flawed  and  should  be 
investigated  by  the  Ethics 
Commission,  Civil  Grand  Jury  or 
the  state,  for  violations  of  the 
Political  Reform  Act.  The  act  re¬ 
quires  “state  and  local  govern¬ 
ments  serve  all  citizens  equally, 
without  regard  to  status  or 
wealth.” 

A  public  process  that  is  driven 
by  political  considerations  is  not 
acceptable.  The  people  making 
policy  decisions  on  behalf  of  the 
public  should  not  be  hiring  politi¬ 
cal  consultants  and  making  trans¬ 
portation  decisions  based  on 
polls  or  selective  public  notifica¬ 
tion.  What  happened  to  public 
agencies  giving  the  people  and 
elected  officials  the  facts  they 
need  to  make  an  intelligent  deci¬ 
sion? 

The  members  of  the  board  of 
supervisors  should  be  ashamed 
for  foisting  a  half-baked  transit 
plan  on  the  public  without  prop¬ 
erly  vetting  the  public  process  or 
getting  public  input. 

The  way  the  enabling  lan¬ 
guage  for  Geary  BRT/light  rail 
was  buried,  one  paragraph  deep 
in  the  language  of  Prop.  K, 
would  truly  make  any  pork-bar¬ 
rel  politician  proud. 

But  are  the  results  worth  it? 
The  City  may  spend  $200  million 
to  $1.5  billion  for  a  Geary  mass 
transit  system  that  won’t  add  one 
person  of  capacity.  Riders  during 
busy  travel  times  will  still  have 
to  stand  and  hang  on  while  buses 
or  light  rail  vehicles  lurch  for¬ 
ward,  one  stop  at  a  time. 

The  supervisors  are  gambling 
that  a  slightly  faster  ride  on  mass 
transit  will  increase  ridership  and 
lure  people  out  of  their  cars. 

They  are  also  gambling  that  all 
of  the  potential  negative  effects 
on  the  neighborhood  won’t  mate¬ 
rialize. 

For  the  Richmond’s  sake,  I 
hope  their  gamble  pays  off. 


Timeline  for  Geary  BRT  Program 

2003 

April  29, 2003  -  First  EPAC  meeting  -  Rescue  Muni 
makes  pitch  for  Geary  light  rail;  BART  Director  Tom 
Radulovich  lays  out  parameters  for  advisory  committee; 
May  6,  2003  —  Second  EPAC  meeting;  results  of  survey 
show  voters  oppose  Central  Subway  and  Geary  and  Van 
Ness  light  rail  by  35  percent  (58  percent  support); 

June  10,  2003  -  Sixth  EPAC  meeting  -  Rescue  Muni’s 
Andrew  Sullivan  adds  amendment  to  EPAC’s  preferred  al¬ 
ternative  to  allocate  $75  million  for  Geary  light  rail  (later 
whittled  down  to  $55  million).  He  says  the  action  would 
show  “clear  voter  support”  for  the  project; 

June  10, 2003  -  TA  creates  the  Geary  Citizens  Advisory 
Committee  “to  advance  the  implementation  of  BRT  in  the 
Geary  corridor”; 

Sept.  23,  2003  -  TA  approves  Geary  CAC’s  structure. 

Muni  OKs  its  “Visions”  document  calling  for  Geary  rail; 
November  2003  -  Voters  approve  Prop.  K,  a  1/2  cent  sales 
tax  measure  for  transit  projects,  including  Geary  BRT 

2004 

Feb.  26, 2004  -  First  meeting  of  the  Geary  CAC  - 
McGoldrick  addresses  participants; 

April  3, 2004  -  TA  Plans  and  Programs  Committee  appro¬ 
priates  $600,000  for  Geary  study;  Prop.  K  sales  tax  appro¬ 
priation  request  form  submitted; 

May  6,  2004  -  At  a  special  meeting,  six  members  of  the 
Geary  CAC  voted  to  OK  a  $600,000  study  and  to  include 
Geary  in  the  Regional  Transportation  Plan  with  “placehold¬ 
er”  in  an  effort  to  give  the  project  planning  status; 

May  11, 2004  -  TA  Plans  and  Program  Committee  votes  to 
OK  $600,000  for  a  study  of  Geary  BRT; 

July  7, 2004  -  TA’s  CAC  recommends  Geary  consultants; 
votes  to  accept  adoption  of  2004  Draft  Countywide 
Transportation  Plan,  which  includes  BRT  for  Geary,  Van 
Ness  and  Potrero; 

July  20, 2004  -  TA  Finance  Committee  OKs  $275,000  for 
DKS  study; 

September  2004  -  Rescue  Muni  endorses  McGoldrick  in 
his  upcoming  bid  to  get  reelected  supervisor  in  District  1 ; 

2005 

April  2005  -  TA  hosts  first  set  of  public  workshops  to  ex¬ 
plain  various  BRT  proposals;  first  public  exposure  to  plan; 
December  6  -  10, 2005  -  TA  hosts  second  set  of  public 
workshops  to  explain  three  BRT  proposals. 
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VANCE 

ECONOMIC  SERVICES 


"The  Best  Darn  Tax  Return  Possible!" 


Rudyard  Vance 
EA,  MBA 
28  years  in  business 


5844  Geary  Blvd. 
415.387.7417 

RUDYARD@VANCEES.COM 

WWW.VANCEES.COM 


Gome  See  What  Makes  Us  Special 


Parents  of  school-age  children  can  take  a  tour  of 
Sutro  Elementary  School,  a  bilingual  school  with  a  ded¬ 
icated  group  of  teachers,  administrators  and  parent  vol¬ 
unteers. 

Tours  are  given  on  Tuesdays,  Wednesdays  and 
Thursdays,  at  9:30,  by  appointment.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  or  to  make  an  appointment,  call  (415)  750-8525. 
Sutro  Elementary  School  -  235  12th  Avenue 
http://sutrokmdergarten.blogspot.com 


Top-Floor,  Two-Bedroom  Condo 
in  the  Richmond  District 


374  24th  Ave.  at  California 

This  top-floor,  2-bedroom,  2-bath 
unit  with  city  views  from  three 
private  decks  is  one-of-a-kind.  A 
“well  thought  out”  floor  plan  con¬ 
structed  in  2002  is  finished  with 
quality  and  detail  throughout. 

•  Great  Room  with  Sweeping  Views 

•  Hardwood  floors 

•  Gourmet  kitchen 

•  Top-quality  appliances  and  jacuzzi  tubs 

•  In-unit  Washer  and  Dryer 

•  Fireplace 

•  Low  Monthly  Dues  -  $128.89 

•  Deeded  parking  and  storage 

•  Near  shopping,  parks  and  beaches 

Offered  at  $715,000 


www.374-24thAvenue.com 

Deborah  Odier 
999-4357 


Renew  your  Spirit, 
Mind  and  Body 


The  Richmond  District  YMCA, 

The  Ultimate  Place  to  Begin  Building 
the  New  You  and  Getting  Started  on  Your 
New  Year’s  Resolutions. 


Check  Out  Our  Renovated  Facility!  Train 
with  Our  Coaches!  Enjoy  the  Extended 
Group  Exercise  Schedule! 


NEW  CLASSES: 

Blasting  Abs  •  Pilates  •  Salsa  Aerobic  Dance 
Ballet  Conditioning  Workshop 


Financial  Assistance,  to  the  extent  possible,  is  made  available  through  the 
generosity  of  our  members  and  donors. 


YMCA 

We  build  strong  kids, 
strong  families, 
strong  communities 


Richmond  District  YMCA 

360  18th  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  CA  94121 
(415)  666-9622 

www.ymcasf.org/richmond 


City  Hall 

Supervisor  Jake  McGoldrick 

Geary  Bus  Rapid  Transit 


When  I  was  elected  in  2000, 
one  of  the  most  vital  issues  that 
voters  repeatedly  asked  me  to  ad¬ 
dress  was  to  improve  public  tran¬ 
sit  on  the  38-Geary.  This  line  car¬ 
ries  more  passengers  than  any  in 
the  City,  55,000  daily  and  40,000 
on  Saturday.  The  Geary  Transit 
Corridor  serves  as  a  regional  as 
well  as  a  local  transit  route,  used 
by  people  from  Marin  and  the 
peninsula. 

Unfortunately,  no  public  offi¬ 
cial  nor  San  Francisco  agency 
had  ever  placed  this  vital  region¬ 
al  asset  into  the  Regional 
Transportation  Plan  (RTP),  the 
blueprint  for  long  range  transit 
planning  that  is  updated  every 
four  years  by  the  Metropolitan 
Transportation  Commission 
(MTC).  Federal  and  State  author¬ 
ities  consult  MTC  before  funding 
local  projects. 

If  Muni  seeks  funding  to  im¬ 
prove  a  local  route  that  also 
serves  the  regional  system,  it  is 
difficult  to  get  funds  unless  the 
RTP  includes  the  route  in  its  ma¬ 
jor  investment  categories.  Our  re¬ 
gional  partners  must  agree 
through  the  governing  board  of 
the  MTC  that  an  investment  will 
make  travel  more  efficient  and 
reliable.  When  local  money  is 
committed  to  do  a  Major 
Investment  Study  (MIS),  the 
MTC  is  more  likely  to  place  the 
MIS  in  the  RTP.  Thus  begins  a 
long  process  as  regional  projects 
compete  for  scarce  dollars. 

I  am  happy  to  report  that  giv¬ 
en  the  strong  support  from  transit 
riders,  the  Mayor  and  the  Board 
of  Supervisors  for  improving  the 
Geary  Transit  Corridor,  the  MTC 
agreed  to  include  this  vital  route 
in  its  RTP  in  2001  as  a  Major 
Investment  Study.  Unfortunately, 


for  two  years  no  money  material¬ 
ized. 

When  reauthorization  of  San 
Francisco’s  half  cent  sales  tax 
came  up  in  2003,  an  Expenditure 
Plan  Advisory  Committee 
(EPAC)  of  interested  civic  orga¬ 
nizations  and  individuals  was 
formed.  The  EPAC  was  created 
to  vet  ideas  from  San  Francisco 
voters  and  organizations  through 
city  wide  public  meetings.  The 
Board  of  Supervisors,  Muni,  and 
the  SF  Transportation  Authority 
also  held  public  meetings.  Senior 
groups,  disabled  organizations, 
business  and  development  agen¬ 
cies  (such  as  SPUR  and  the  SF 
Chamber  of  Commerce)  partici¬ 
pated  in  developing  an 
Expenditure  Plan  with  more  than 
70  categories  of  projects.  The 
projects  include  a  new  Transbay 
Terminal,  maintaining  paratransit 
service,  improving  pedestrian 
safety,  and  funding  studies  for 
Bus  Rapid  Transit  on  Geary 
Boulevard  and  Van  Ness  and 
Potrero  avenues. 

After  extensive  public  hear¬ 
ings  at  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
and  in  concurrence  with  the  may¬ 
or  and  the  Transportation 
Authority,  the  half  cent  sales  tax 
reauthorization  and  Expenditure 
Plan  were  submitted  to  the  voters 
as  Proposition  K  in  2003.  The 
campaign  fully  disclosed  the 
uses,  categories,  and  programs  to 
voters  through  extensive  presen¬ 
tations  citywide.  Campaign  liter¬ 
ature  was  extensively  disseminat¬ 
ed,  arguments  for  and  against 
were  printed  in  the  SF  Voter 
Manual  and  sent  to  more  than 
400,000  voters.  In  a  rare  show  of 
consensus.  Proposition  K  did  not 
have  a  single  paid  argument 
against  it  and  passed  with  an 


overwhelming  75  percent  ap¬ 
proval. 

The  following  year,  with 
$600,000  from  the  voter-ap¬ 
proved  Prop.  K  Expenditure 
Plan,  the  Transportation 
Authority  (TA)  sought  applicants 
to  serve  on  the  Geary  Citizens 
Advisory  Committee  (GCAC). 
The  38  Geary  travels  through 
five  of  our  1 1  supervisorial  dis¬ 
tricts  and  serves  as  a  vital  city¬ 
wide  “preferential  street.”  Geary 
CAC  membership  includes  broad 
participation  from  the 
Tenderloin,  Japantown  and  the 
Richmond.  The  response  to  serve 
was  overwhelmingly  positive 
with  four  times  as  many  appli¬ 
cants  as  seats. 

The  GCAC  has  held  public 
meetings  regularly  with  the 
Transportation  Authority  to 
guide  the  public  discussion  and 
debate  the  pros  and  cons  of  vari¬ 
ous  proposals.  A  first  set  of  pub¬ 
lic  workshops  was  held  last  sum¬ 
mer  and  a  second  set  of  work¬ 
shops  was  held  in  December. 

Hundreds  of  participants  at¬ 
tended  the  four  workshops  in 
December.  They  offered  ideas 
that  will  continue  to  be  aired  and 
discussed  as  we  move  forward. 
Some  participants  involved  in 
this  process  have  been  misin¬ 
formed  to  believe  that  a  rail  line 
will  soon  be  built  down  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  Geary.  Nothing  could  be 
further  from  the  truth. 

Bus  Rapid  Transit  (BRT)  is  a 
much  cheaper  and  more  efficient 
system  of  improvements  that  has 
been  developed  in  cities  around 
the  world  for  the  last  20  years. 
BRT  can  be  implemented  with 
minimal  disruption  and  minimal 
investment  to  maximize  reliable 
service.  Only  about  $150  million 
is  available  over  the  next  5-7 
years  to  invest  on  Geary.  A  rail 
line  would  cost  about  $2  billion. 
Thus,  we  must  make  improve¬ 
ments  with  the  money  we  have, 
not  the  money  we  wish  we  had. 
To  learn  more,  e-mail 
Julie.Kirschbaum@sfcta.org. 

Happy  New  Year. 

Jake  McGoldrick  represents 
District  1. 


Just  Imagine  . . . 

The  Perfect  Smile 

Today  it's  easier  and  more  affordable  than  ever! 


Modem  breakthroughs  in  dentistry  can  produce  almost  miraculous 
results .  Picture  yourself  with  a  dazzling  white ,  healthy  smile , 
children  without  cavities,  and  easy  solutions  to  unsightly  or 
damaged  teeth.  Relax  knowing  that  this  all  can  be  delivered 
in  a  gentle ,  caring  way  at  an  affordable  cost. 


If  It's  Been  More  Than  Six  Months ,  Call  Us. 
Same  Day  Relief  For  Dental  Emergencies! 


>  New  Patients  Welcome  —  Personalized,  Comprehensive  Gentle  Care 

>  Mercury  Free  White  Fillings  —  No  More  Metal  Or  Black  Teeth! 

>  Air  Abrasion  —  "Didn't  feel  a  thing"  PAIN  FREE  Fillings  ^ 

>  Intra-Oral  Camera  —  See  The  Results  Before  Any  Work  Is  Done 

>  ZOOM!  Teeth  Whitening  —  Dazzling  Results  In  One  Hour 

•  Swissedent  Dentures  —  Life-Like,  NATURAL  And  Comfortable 

>  Porcelain  Crowns  —  A  Beautiful  Smile  Without  The  Dark  Gum  Line 


Call  today  to  find  out  what  latest 
advancements  in  cosmetic  dentistry 
can  do  for  your  smile! 


FREE  Teeth 

Ik 

Whitening 
Kit  At  ‘ 
nitial  Visit! 

1 

•  Graduate  of  UCSF  Dental 
School  1 984 


•  Over  2000  hours  of 
continuing  education 

•  20  years  practicing  in 
San  Francisco  at  the 
same  location 


•  Award  winning 
clinical  professor  at  the 
local  dental  school 


•  Volunteers  locally  at 
schools,  senior  centers  & 
homeless  clinics 


*++++5'Star  Spa  Service ★★★★★ 

Movies  St  DVD's 
Stereo  Headphones 
Hot  Scented  Towels 
Warm  Blankets 

Orthopedic  Back  St  Neck  Pillows 

Richmond  District 

DENTAL  CARE 

4200  California  Street  •  Suite  210  at  4th  Ave. 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 18 


§  Ronald  Yee,  D.D.S. 

Most  Insurance  Accepted  •  Care  Credit  |© 


(415)668-0526 

Serving  Satisfied  Patients  Since  1984 

www.SanFranciscoDentalCare.com 
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Tsacle  stays  for  4  decades 


Photo:  Maureen  McGettigan 


Maria  Tsacle  helps  Maria  with  her  project  at  the  Janet 
Pomeroy  Center. 


Continued  from  page  1 

tally  disabled.  It  currently  serves 
2,000  children  and  adults. 

Tsacle  wears  big-rimmed 
glasses  and  has  short,  ginger-col¬ 
ored  hair. 

Born  in  St.  Mary’s  Hospital, 
Tsacle  is  still  living  in  the  same 
33rd  Avenue  home  where  she 
was  raised  by  her  parents  and 
grandmother.  Her  grandmother 
did  not  allow  English  to  be  spo¬ 
ken  in  the  house  -  the  family  is 
Greek  -  so  Tsacle  didn’t  learn 
English  until  she  went  to  kinder¬ 
garten.  She  later  attended  George 
Washington  High  School. 

“Growing  up,  I  did  a  lot  of 
babysitting.  I  really  enjoyed  be¬ 
ing  with  children,”  Tsacle  said. 

She  was  studying  art  at  City 
College  until  a  counselor  sug¬ 
gested  she  go  to  the  Recreation 
Center  for  the  Handicapped,  as  it 
was  then  known,  to  see  if  she 
liked  working  with  handicapped 
kids. 

“I  volunteered  there  for  six 
months,  and  I  cried  every  day 
when  I  came  home. 

“Some  children  didn’t  have  a 
hand  or  a  leg.  Some  would  hit 
you  or  bite  you,”  she  said.  “I 
would  come  home  with  scratches 
and  bite  marks.” 

The  attitude  some  adults  took 
toward  handicapped  or  mentally 
retarded  children  at  that  time  also 


Students  in  the  third,  fourth 
and  fifth  grades  at  Argonne 
Elementary  School  forfeited  a 
day  of  instruction  to  participate 
in  an  all-day  readathon  to  help 
students  a  world  away. 

UCSF  offers 
medical  class 
sessions 

The  Osher  Lifelong  Learning 
Institute  at  UCSF  begins  the  win¬ 
ter  quarter  by  offering  new 
courses  for  the  public  starting  in 
February. 

A  special  course  on  “Health 
Care  Issues  for  Older  Adults” 
will  meet  on  Saturdays,  March 
11,  18,  and  25,  from  9  a.m.  to 
noon.  It  costs  $50. 

In  addition,  two  six-week 
classes  entitled  “Medical  Heroes: 
Great  Discoveries,  Great  Care,” 
and  “Understanding  the  Human 
Genome  and  the  Future  of 
Medicine”  will  be  taught  by 
UCSF  faculty  members.  Classes 
begin  Tuesday,  Feb.  21,  and  run 
from  7  p.m.  to  8:45  p.m.  The  cost 
for  each  course  is  $75. 

All  classes  will  be  held  at  the 
UCSF  Medical  Sciences 
Budding,  51 3  Parnassus  Ave.  For 
more  information,  call  476-2557 
or  register  online  at  http://lifelon- 
gleaming.ucsf.edu. 

Pain-fighting 

workshops 


upset  her.  Whenever  she  would 
take  her  group  to  a  playground, 
adults  would  tell  their  children 
not  to  play  with  the  handicapped 
children  or  would  simply  take 
their  children  and  leave. 

This  was  during  the  ’60s,  and 
Tsacle  admits  things  have  gotten 
much  better.  She  now  takes  her 
class  to  movies,  barbecues  at 
Lake  Merced,  window  shopping 
at  Stonestown  and  the  SF  Zoo. 

“They  like  watching  the  mon¬ 
keys,”  Tsacle  said. 

After  volunteering  at  the  cen¬ 
ter  for  six  months,  she  was  of¬ 
fered  a  job. 

“If  you  want  to  make  this  your 
life,  you  can  start  getting  paid  to- 


The  students  raised  $1,400 
from  family  and  friends,  which 
will  be  sent  to  the  Nkomo 
Primary  School,  located  in 
Mnqobokazi,  South  Africa.  The 
school  is  located  in  the 
KwaZulu-Natal  region,  near  the 
Mozambique  border. 

When  founded  in  1998,  stu¬ 
dents  would  gather  underneath 
trees  for  instruction.  Now,  stu¬ 
dents  have  a  building  that  sup¬ 
ports  some  800  youth,  with  about 
95  students  per  classroom. 

After  reading  for  a  good  part 
of  the  day,  the  Argonne  students 
wrote  personal  letters  to  the  stu¬ 
dents  at  Nkomo,  which  is  the 
brainchild  of  Principal  N.H. 
Zikhali. 

The  monetary  donation  from 
the  Argonne  students  will  help 
build  another  classroom.  Two 
teachers,  Kim  Towsley  and 
David  Allyn,  were  instrumental 
in  organizing  the  event. 


morrow,”  her  supervisor  told  her. 

She  accepted  the  position  and 
has  held  the  same  job  for  four 
decades. 

“Every  day  it  got  a  little  bit 
easier,”  she  said.  “I’ve  gotten 
more  patient  with  the  children.  I 
don’t  see  their  handicaps.” 

After  she  became  close  with 
some  of  the  parents,  they  would 
ask  her  to  babysit  their  child  be¬ 
cause  of  her  temperament  and 
experience. 

She  vividly  recalls  one  girl 
with  Downs  Syndrome  -  she  had 
a  big  tongue,  swollen  hands  and 
a  weak  heart  -  whom  she  was 
asked  to  babysit.  The  girl’s 
brother  was  a  talented  pianist, 
and  he  was  to  entertain  the  fami¬ 
ly’s  guests  that  evening  with  his 
virtuosity.  The  mother  asked 
Tsacle  to  stay  with  the  girl  in  her 
room  and  not  to  come  out  until 
the  end  of  the  party.  The  desire 
of  the  family  to  hide  their  daugh¬ 
ter  from  visitors  saddened  Tsacle. 

She  also  recalls  a  blind  girl 
name  Suzie. 

“I  had  never  worked  with  a 
blind  child  before,”  Tsacle  said. 
“She  was  so  remarkable.” 

The  independence  with  which 
Suzie  would  move  about  the 
room  or  go  upstairs  amazed  her. 

“If  there  was  a  chair  in  front 
of  her,  she  knew  it.  She  would 
walk  around  the  chair,”  Tsacle 
said. 

Through  the  decades,  she  has 
come  to  know  dozens  of  children 
and  their  families  intimately. 

“I’m  very  close  to  the  parents. 
We  talk  a  lot  and  they  tell  me,  ‘I 
trust  you  with  my  child,’  which 
is  nice  to  hear,”  Tsacle  said. 


Dine-in  or  Take  Out 


Students  aid  African  school 


The  SF  Ocean  Park  Health 
Center,  working  with  Kaiser 
Permanente,  will  host  six  work¬ 
shops  designed  to  teach  people 
how  to  cope  with  the  symptoms 
and  frustrations  of  living  with 
chronic  conditions. 

The  free  workshops  will  be 
held  Tuesday  afternoons,  Feb.  7 
through  March  14,  at  the  SF 
County  Fair  Building,  located  in 
Golden  Gate  Park  at  Ninth 
Avenue  and  Lincoln  Way,  from 
1:30  p.m  to  4  p.m. 

For  more  information  or  to 
register,  call  682-1964. 


•  Breakfast  Specials,  Omelettes,  Steak  +  Eggs,  etc. 

•  Philly  Cheesesteaks/Hamburgers 

•  Try  Our  Delicious  Homemade  Pho  (Beef  Noodle  Soup) 

•  Lunch  &  Dinner  Specials 

•  Traditional  Vietnamese  Rice  Plates 


Ffn®Z' off" 

■  ■  ■  ■  One  coupon  per  tabl 

y  Expires  1/31/06 


Open  Mon.,  Wed.-Fri.  1 0  a.m.  -  9:30  p.m.  (closed  Tues.) 
Weekends  8  a.m.-9:30  p.m.  •  387-2893  or  387-7918 
3528-3532  Balboa  St.  (Between  36th  and  37th  Avenues) 


IT'S  NO  TROUBLE  KEEPING  UP  WITH  OUR  WORKOUT. 
AFTER  ALL,  SARA  HAS  A  5-YEAR-OLD  GRANDSON. 


FIRST  UNITED 
LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 
Geary  Blvd.  at  30th  Ave. 
Mon.,  Tues  &  Thurs:  5:30  & 
6:45  p.m.;  Wed:  6:15  p.m.; 
Sat:  8  a.m.  &  9:15  a.m. 
Please  Call  255-4405  or 
1-800-FIT-IS-IT  for  information 


Buy  2  months  - 
get  the  third 
month  FREE 


’New  students  only 


Struggling  to  find  the  right  school 
for  your  middle  grade  child? 
for  your  kindergartner? 

Come  to  th^>pe“  House  on  Tuesday,  January  31,2006 
from  6:00  pm  -  8:00  pm  so  we  can  show  you  how  St.  Monica 
School  can  prepare  your  child  to  succeed  in  today’s  top  high  schools. 

Find  out  about  our 


■  Strong  academics 
a  Closeknit  community 
a  Safe  environment 
a  Physical  education 

Before  you  select  a 
school, visit  us  again! 

Transfer  students  are  always 
welcome 

St.  Monica  School 
Grades  H-8 
S950  Geary  Bled. 

San  Francisco,  CA  94121 
www.gtmonicasf.org 
(Entrance  at  Geary  Bled.) 


a  Extended  Care  Program 

a  Mandarin  and  Cantonese 
classes 

a  Financial  assistance  and 
payment  plans 


And  much  more! 


..  because  CITIKIDS 
has  everything 
for  your  baby; 
strollers,  car  seats, 
furniture,  clothing 
and  more,  all 
under  one  roof! 
Plus,  CITIKIDS  offers 
selection,  quality 
and  service  at 
competitive 
prices.  So,  come 
to  CITIKIDS  first, 
where  it's  really 
fun  to  shop. 


CITIKIDS 


3rd  2 

Ave.  A\ 

■ 

id  Argi 
/e.  Bl\. 

jello 

d. 

Clement  St. 

Geary  Blvd. 

Free 

Parkinc 

in  Fron 

t  of  Storel 

•  1 52  Clement  Street 

at  3rd  Avenue 

San  Francisco,  CA  941 18 

►  Call:  415-752-3837 

•  OPEN:  Mon-Sat  10  to  6 
Sunday  11  to  5 


Fashions  •  Baby  Needs  •  Toys  •  Gifts 
Nursery  Furniture  •  Car  Seats  •  Strollers  •  Bedding 
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in  a  real  estate  market  as 
profitable,  excting  and 
challenging  as  this  San 
Francisco  market,  Julie 
Reber's  well  balanced 
approach  is  vital  to  your 
success.  Her  knowledge, 
enthusiasm,  energy  and 
experience  can  help  you 
not  only  balnce  your 
portfolio,  but  also  help 


Jul  ie  Reber 

Real  Estate  Professional 


Balance  Begins  at  home 


you  balance  your  life!  As 
your  Richmond  neighbor, 
she  understands  you  best. 


ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 


Cell  415-609-3677 


juliereber.com 


juliereber@zephyrsf.com 


Proven  effective  for  learning 
basic  skills!  TREND  lias  17  titles 
for  language  arts  and  math, 
including  phonics  and  fractions. 
Svl f-chec hi  ng,  qu ick-sort  ing 
carets.  Fun  activities 
incl 
indivi 
gr< 

(  OW' 

shoes 


s 


learning  a  game! 

TREND’S  Flash  Cards 


Educational  Exchange 

600  35th  Ave.  •  (415)752-3302 


Get  More  Results 
with 


CALIFORNIA 

DELIVERY 


•  RELIABLE  • 

HOUSE  TO  HOUSE  DISTRIBUTION 
Special  Doorknob  Delivery  Available 

•  Advertising  Circulars  •  Catalogs 

•  Product  Samples  •  Newspapers 

CALIFORNIA  DELIVERY  WILL  SATURATE  AN  ENTIRE  CITY  OR 
TARGET  SPECIFIC  AREAS 

Dependable  Delivery  in  San  Francisco 
and  the  Bay  Area 


Call  or  write  for  free  estimate 
Phone  (415)  285-7866 
FAX  #  285-7869 

1500  Minnesota  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94107 


New  labs  at  Veterans 


Continued  from  page  1 

Parking  problems,  plans  for  fu¬ 
ture  projects,  lack  of  space, 
added  personnel  and  the  release 
of  possibly  harmful  substances 
from  the  labs  all  have  a  "cumula¬ 
tive  effect,"  Brodsky  said. 

The  VA  also  has  to  work  in 
conjunction  with  the  city  plan¬ 
ning  department,  Brodsky  said. 

"We  are  a  federal  agency  that 
can't  be  held  up  by  every  little 
rule  or  law.  We  have  to  be  able  to 
do  what  Congress  tells  us  to  do," 
said  Gibson. 

The  site  where  the  labs  will  be 
built  is  at  the  end  of  what  is  now 
a  gravel  road  that  veers  off  to¬ 
wards  a  wooded  area  on  the 
southwest  side  of  the  hospital 
grounds. 

A  small  modular  building, 
which  houses  computer  servers, 
is  currently  located  at  the  site. 
However,  it  does  not  have  a  lot 
of  traffic  or  personnel  associated 
with  it,  said  Bums,  who  can  oc¬ 
casionally  hear  cars  on  the  gravel 
road  from  his  home. 

During  construction  and  after 
the  labs  are  built,  there  will  be  a 
lot  more  activity  on  that  part  of 
the  campus  creating  more  noise 
and  disturbances  to  neighbors. 
Bums  said. 

Also  at  issue  is  how  tempo¬ 
rary  the  labs  will  be. 

Other  "temporary"  structures 
built  on  the  site  have  been 
around  for  10  to  15  years,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Brodsky. 

Gibson  said  the  labs  may  be 
"permanently  relocated." 

Space  to  build  on  the  grounds 


Continued  from  page  1 

hide  to  make  a  right-hand  turn 
off  Geary,  it  would  have  to  cross 
through  the  dedicated  “transit 
Only”  lane.  This  merging  would 
slow  busses  down.  As  well,  the 
TA  anticipates  a  parking  loss  of 
up  to  15  percent  with  the  design. 

The  second  conceptual  design, 
called  “center  lane  BRT,”  fea¬ 
tures  two  9.5-foot-wide  passen¬ 
ger  islands  in  the  middle  of 
Geary  with  buses  running  in  be¬ 
tween  them.  The  islands,  along 
with  the  landscaping,  would 
serve  as  a  physical  boundary  be¬ 
tween  buses  and  cars.  This  is  the 
only  option  in  which  buses  and 
cars  are  completely  separated. 
The  distance  between  the  islands 
is  expected  to  allow  buses  to  pass 
one  another,  if  necessary.  Small 
gains  in  parking  spaces  are  antic¬ 
ipated. 

The  third  conceptual  design 
plan,  called  “center  lane  BRT,” 
features  a  14-foot-wide  passen¬ 
ger  island  which  passengers 
share  while  waiting  for  east-  and 
west-bound  buses.  In  this  plan 
there  is  no  physical  barrier  be¬ 
tween  buses  and  cars  -  although 
there  is  talk  of  elevating  the  bus 
lane  8  inches  or  so  to  separate  the 
vehicles. 

This  plan  would  require  Muni 
to  purchase  new  buses  with  left¬ 
loading  entrances.  As  well,  it  is 
unlikely  that  buses  would  be  able 
to  pass  each  other  in  this  sce¬ 
nario.  Parking  loss  for  this  design 
is  estimated  at  15  percent. 

For  the  two  plans  with  dedi¬ 
cated  transit  lanes  in  the  middle 
of  Geary,  vehicles  would  have  to 
make  left  turns  only  on  traffic- 
signal  arrows  located  approxi¬ 
mately  every  four  blocks,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Geary  BRT  Project 
Manager  Julie  Kirschbaum. 

Other  proposed  elements  of 
BRT  include  traffic-signal  priori¬ 
ty  for  buses,  real-time  informa¬ 
tion  about  the  next  bus  coming. 


is  at  a  premium.  According  to  an 
April  2005  Facility  Plan  done  by 
the  Smithgroup,  by  the  year  2012 
there  will  be  a  50,000  square  foot 
deficit  in  nursing  units,  a  17,000- 
square-foot  deficit  in  clinical  ser¬ 
vices  and  nearly  a  22,000-square- 
foot  deficit  in  space  for  ambula¬ 
tory  care. 

Also,  according  to  the  Facility 
Plan,  by  the  year  2012  research 
space  at  the  labs  will  increase  to 
30  percent  of  the  grounds. 
Currently,  it  takes  up  21  percent 
of  the  campus. 

The  SFVAMC  is  the  largest 
funded  research  center  in  the  VA 
network,  with  a  $67  million  an¬ 
nual  research  budget.  Congress, 
the  National  Institute  of  Health, 
the  Department  of  Defense,  pri¬ 
vate  corporations  and  founda¬ 
tions  all  fund  research  at  the 
Veterans  Hospital. 

"First  and  foremost  it's  a  clini¬ 
cal  facility,"  said  Bob  Obama, 
executive  director  of  the 
Northern  California  Institute  for 
Research,  a  non-profit,  which  ad¬ 
ministers  research  funding  at  the 
Veterans  Hospital. 

Although  it  may  seem  that 
clinical  and  research  space  are  in 
competition,  most  of  the  doctors 
are  doing  clinical  work  in  con¬ 
junction  with  their  research, 
Gibson  said. 

The  Veterans  Hospital  has 
close  ties  to  UCSF  and  its  prox¬ 
imity  to  UC  Parnassus  is  what 
helps  attract  "some  of  the  best  re¬ 
searchers  in  the  world,"  Gibson 
said. 

Many  researchers  work  part  of 
the  day  at  UCSF  and  part  of  the 


better  quality  bus  shelters,  light¬ 
ing,  signage,  landscaping  and 
countdown  signals. 

At  the  Geary  workshop  TA 
and  Muni  officials  also  discussed 
some  of  the  most  expensive  parts 
of  the  project,  the  Fillmore  Street 
and  Masonic  Avenue  intersec¬ 
tions.  Between  $30  million  and 
$50  million  is  expected  to  go  to¬ 
ward  redesigning  and  rebuilding 
each  of  the  intersections  because 
of  their  size,  importance  and 
complexity. 

The  plan  calls  for  Geary  BRT 
to  be  “light-rail  ready”  (with  in¬ 
frastructure  convertible  to  a 
light-rail  system).  There  is  cur¬ 
rently  not  enough  money  for  a 
light-rail  system,  say  TA  offi¬ 
cials. 

The  estimated  total  cost  of  the 
Geary  BRT  project  is  between 
$150  and  $200  million,  which  in¬ 
cludes  the  cost  of  labor  but  not 
the  cost  of  low-floor,  high-capac¬ 
ity  buses. 

Geary  got  new  busses  in  the 
late  ’90s.  If  BRT  gets  built,  it 
will  receive  new  busses  under  the 
federal  government’s  “fleet  re¬ 
placement  program,”  in  which 
busses  are  replaced  every  12  to 
13  years,  Moscovich  said. 

Some  of  the  funding  for  the 
project,  approximately  $50  mil¬ 
lion,  will  come  from  Prop  K  (ap¬ 
proved  in  2003),  which  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  collect  a  half-cent  sales 
tax  until  2033.  The  rest  of  the 
funding  will  come  from  the  fed¬ 
eral  and  state  governments. 

The  Geary  corridor  is  “very 
competitive”  because  of  its  high 
ridership  (50,000  daily  passen¬ 
gers),  Moscovich  said. 

There  is  a  possibility,  howev¬ 
er,  that  all  BRT  options  will  be 
rejected. 

“The  important  thing  here  is 
to  let  the  analysis  take  place,” 
Moscovich  said. 

After  the  final  report  and  rec¬ 
ommendations  are  issued  in  the 
summer,  state  and  federal  envi- 


day  at  the  Veterans  Hospital. 

Parking  at  the  VA  is  also  a 
problem. 

In  the  mornings,  workers  can 
be  seen  lined  up  on  neighboring 
streets,  waiting  for  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  residents  to  leave  for  work 
so  they  can  take  their  spots. 

A  study  done  for  the  VA 
found  that  there  is  already  a 
parking  deficit  of  657  spaces  dur¬ 
ing  the  day  and  the  lab  project 
will  displace  an  additional  263. 

"I  don't  want  to  sound  insensi¬ 
tive,  but  we’re  not  here  to  assure 
parking.  We're  hear  to  assure 
good  health  care  for  veterans  and 
get  the  job  done,"  Gibson  said. 

The  VA  has  had  a  strained  re¬ 
lationship  with  the  surrounding 
neighborhood  in  the  past.  Staff 
members  from  Congresswoman 
Nancy  Pelosi's  office  have  had  to 
step  in  to  help  mediate  disputes 
between  the  VA  and  neighbors 
over  construction  projects  and 
landscaping  issues. 

PAR,  the  Friends  of  Lands 
End  and  People  for  the  Golden 
Gate  National  Recreation  Area 
have  all  been  active  in  the  dis¬ 
cussions,  with  mixed  results. 

Obama  said  he  understands 
the  neighborhood  has  a  role  to 
"keep  the  VA  in  check." 

"If  I  was  a  neighbor  I  would 
want  to  know  what  was  going  on 
up  there  too,”  Obama  said. 

"We  want  to  work  with  the 
neighborhood.  The  problem  is 
the  community  expects  us  to 
know  all  the  answers  but  every¬ 
thing  is  determined  by  how  much 
money  Congress  will  give  us," 
Gibson  said. 

options 

romnental  reviews  will  examine 
the  timeline  and  methods  of  the 
project,  traffic  and  parking  im¬ 
pacts,  along  with  the  possible  ef¬ 
fects  on  pedestrian  and  residen¬ 
tial  health  and  safety.  This  pro¬ 
cess  will  take  two  to  three  years, 
said  Moscovich. 

With  advice  from  Muni,  TA 
and  the  Planning  Commission, 
the  SF  Board  of  Supervisors  will 
make  the  final  decision  whether 
or  not  to  go  through  with  the  pro¬ 
ject  after  an  environmental  re¬ 
view  is  completed. 

Neighborhood  Concerns 

During  the  Q&A  portion  of 
the  meeting,  several  people  said 
there  need  to  be  more  than  just 
the  three  conceptual  designs  of¬ 
fered. 

Heller,  along  with  other  mer¬ 
chants,  expressed  his  concern  for 
the  well-being  of  Geary  busi¬ 
nesses. 

“The  construction  of  BRT  will 
put  a  lot  of  people  out  of  busi¬ 
ness,”  Heller  said. 

Local  businessman  Keith 
Wilson,  echoing  a  statement 
Heller  made  last  spring,  said  uti¬ 
lizing  already  existing  technolo¬ 
gies  (like  real-time  information 
for  riders)  could  go  a  long  way  to 
improving  service  without  taking 
on  a  new  construction  project. 

“Why  hasn’t  there  been  a 
study  done  to  evaluate  the  impact 
the  project  may  have  on  small 
businesses?”  Wilson  asked. 

“The  City  does  not  do  eco¬ 
nomic  impact  studies  on  infras¬ 
tructure  projects,”  said 
Moscovich,  adding  that  an  envi¬ 
ronmental  review  will  consider 
issues  important  to  businesses, 
such  as  traffic  and  parking  losses. 

The  last  series  of  public  work¬ 
shops  is  set  to  start  in  the  spring. 

For  more  information  on 
Geary  BRT,  call  522-4830,  visit 
the  Web  site  gearybrt.org,  or  e- 
mail  gearybrt@sfcta.org. 
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Letters  to  the  editor 


Editor: 

A  92-year-old  tradition  came 
full  circle  when  the  Lukas  Glass 
Company  of  San  Francisco  re¬ 
moved  some  historic  stained 
glass  windows  from  a  Richmond 
District  church  and  packaged 
them  for  storage.  When  the 
church  has  completed  its  restora¬ 
tion  from  damage  caused  by  the 
1989  earthquake,  the  windows 
will  be  lovingly  returned  to  their 
home  on  29th  Avenue,  hopefully 
to  stand  unshaken  for  generations 
to  come. 

St.  Peter’s  Episcopal  Church, 
which  was  founded  in  San 
Francisco  in  1867,  has  a  history 
of  dealing  with  earthquakes. 
Seven  years  after  the  1906  earth¬ 
quake  and  fire  destroyed  its  for¬ 
mer  wood  structure  in  the  North 
Beach,  the  congregation  built  its 
current  home  at  Clement  Street 
and  29th  Avenue.  Taking  its  cue 
from  the  “Three  Little  Pigs”  fairy 
tale,  the  congregation  built  the 
new  church  of  solid  brick,  not 
straw  (never  dreaming  at  the  time 
that  unreinforced  masonry  could 
suffer  severe  structural  damage 
in  another  quake). 

The  crowning  touch  of  the 
1913  construction  effort  was  the 
installation  of  windows  by  a  firm 
called  Church  Art  Glass,  then 
only  recently  formed  by  Edward 
Lapotka.  Church  Art  Glass,  orig¬ 
inally  housed  at  California  and 
Montgomery  streets  but  later  lo¬ 
cated  on  Market  Street,  would 
continue  to  provide  regular  main¬ 
tenance  for  the  windows  in  com¬ 
ing  years. 

In  1946,  the  firm  was  taken 
over  by  John  Lukas  and  the  name 
was  changed  to  Lukas  Glass. 
The  business  eventually  relocat¬ 
ed  to  Waller  Street. 

Lukas  branched  out  to  produc¬ 
ing  windows  for  residential 
buildings,  but  he  also  stuck  to  the 


original  mission  of  creating  or 
restoring  stained  glass  windows 
for  churches.  Nick  Lucas,  John’s 
son,  joined  the  family  business  in 
1970  and  eventually  took  over 
the  company  in  1994.  The  com¬ 
pany’s  current  home  perches  on  a 
hill  overlooking  Bayshore 
Boulevard,  near  the  former  site 
of  Goodman  Lumber. 

When  Lucas  removed  the 
stained  glass  windows  from  St. 
Peter’s,  he  placed  them  in  crates 
specially  built  to  accommodate 
their  exact  dimensions.  They  will 
be  stored  safely  while  St.  Peter’s 
proceeds  with  its  restoration  pro¬ 
ject,  which  is  expected  to  take 
four  years. 

Patrick  Andersen 

Editor: 

I  attended  the  Geary 
BRT/light  rail  workshop  on  Dec. 
10.  I  have  an  office  on  Geary 
Boulevard  and  live  two  blocks 
from  Geary. 

These  workshops  were  basi¬ 
cally  a  sham  because  the  out¬ 
come  has  already  been  largely 
predetermined.  I  am  not  abso¬ 
lutely  opposed  to  a  BRT  plan  if  it 
is  properly  designed.  However, 
this  plan  is  really  about  light  rail 
(the  only  thing  Prop.  K  money 
can  be  used  for),  which  I  and 
many  others  in  the  Richmond 
District  are  absolutely  opposed 
to,  as  this  would  devastate  the 
neighborhood. 

A  properly  designed  BRT  plan 
would  figure  out  how  to  replace 
any  lost  parking,  study  how  to 
minimize  economic  impacts  on 
merchants  and  study  ways  to 
maintain  cross-town  artery  traffic 
capacity  for  Geary. 

The  utopian  transit-only  advo¬ 


cates  who  would  like  to  eliminate 
cars  are  living  in  a  dream  world. 
There  should  be  a  fourth  plan  un¬ 
der  study  to  improve  the  Geary 
transit  corridor  which  would  cost 
a  fraction  of  the  estimated  $200 
million  the  Transportation 
Authority  is  talking  about  spend¬ 
ing. 

The  people  who  are  really  go¬ 
ing  to  be  impacted  by  this  utopi¬ 
an  nonsense  are  deliberately  hav¬ 
ing  their  voices  ignored  because 
the  workshops  are  a  sham,  and 
the  powers  to  be  already  plan  to 
implement  light  rail. 

Approving  BRT  is  just  a  way 
to  get  their  foot  in  the  door. 

Keith  Wilson 

Editor: 

You  are  correct  to  criticize  the 
absence  of  public  process  in 
bringing  Bus  Rapid  Transit 
(BRT)  to  the  Geary  Corridor  -  if, 
indeed,  there  has  been  inadequate 
public  notification  (Richmond 
Review,  December  2005).  I  have 
known  about  plans  to  bring  BRT 
to  the  Geary  Corridor  for  many 
years,  but  then,  I  am  a  sustain¬ 
able  transportation  advocate,  so  I 
would  know. 

I  disagree  with  your  conclu¬ 
sion  that  the  potential  loss  of 
traffic  lanes  for  individual  vehi¬ 
cles  and  the  loss  of  parking  are 
negative.  You  ask,  “Does  anyone 
really  believe  traffic  in  the 
Richmond  will  decrease  in  the 
next  20  years?”  And  you  note 
that  the  plans  to-date  inadequate¬ 
ly  address  “the  effects  the  loss  of 
parking  spaces  in  the  Richmond 
would  have  on  businesses  and 
residents.” 

For  starters,  I  do  believe  that 
there  will  be  less  traffic  in  the 


Richmond  in  20  years  -  it’s  in¬ 
evitable.  The  planet  simply  does 
not  have  the  supplies  of  oil  and 
natural  gas  to  permit  Americans 
to  burn  fuels  as  mindlessly  as 
we’ve  been  doing  for  decades. 
In  fact,  many  geologists  predict 
that  we  have  reached  the  peak  of 
global  oil  production  or  will  do 
so  very  soon  (within  five  years). 
If  that’s  so,  what  are  Americans 
going  to  do  as  the  price  of  gaso¬ 
line  goes  up  and  up?  In  the  past 
year  there  have  been  more  than  a 
dozen  books  and  hundreds  of  ar¬ 
ticles  (including  in  the  “New 
York  Times  Magazine”  and 
“National  Geographic”)  pub¬ 
lished  on  the  energy  famine  that 
awaits  us  in  the  near  future  -  and 
the  global  competition  for  what 
remains  of  oil  and  natural  gas. 
Many  of  these  writings  note  that 
there  is  no  technology  (including 
hybrids,  hydrogen,  wind,  solar, 
biodiesel,  biomass,  algae,  coal 
gasification,  gas  hydrates  or  nu¬ 
clear)  currently  available  that  can 
replace  what  we  get  from  oil  and 
natural  gas  in  quantities,  or  at 
prices,  anywhere  near  what  we 
are  used  to. 

Second,  climate  change 


should  now  be  an  issue  for  which 
we  take  personal  responsibility. 
The  average  American  emits 
12,000  pounds  of  greenhouse 
gases  into  the  atmosphere  annu¬ 
ally.  At  some  point,  we  are  going 
to  have  to  start  driving  less  -  a 
lot  less.  Therefore,  the  question 
is  not:  What  will  be  the  impact  of 
BRT,  the  loss  of  traffic  lanes  and 
parking  spaces  on  local  business¬ 
es?  The  questions  are:  What  will 
be  the  impact  of  declining  sup¬ 
plies  of  oil  and  natural  gas  on  lo¬ 
cal  businesses?  What  will  be  the 
impact  of  declining  supplies  of 
oil  on  San  Franciscans  trying  to 
get  to  and  from  their  places  of 
study,  work,  commerce  and 
leisure?  And  what  measures  are 
we  going  to  take  to  restrict  our 
greenhouse  gas  emissions? 

We  don’t  answer  them  by 
sticking  our  heads  in  the  sand 
and  insisting  on  perpetuating  a 
way  of  life  bound  to  the  personal 
automobile,  a  way  of  life  that  has 
no  future.  We  answer  them  by 
creating  low-energy  forms  of 
transportation  and  complete  com¬ 
munities,  where  people  walk, 
bike  or  take  the  bus  to  fulfill  the 
majority  of  their  needs.  Well-rid¬ 
den  buses  use  significantly  less 
energy  than  personal  cars;  thus, 
we  should  be  welcoming  BRT. 
Sue  Vaughan 


‘We  are  all  spiritual  beings  in  this  human  experience.’ 


e 


Natalia  Bolsheva 

Spiritual  Clinical  Psychologist 

Ordained  by  the  Association  for  the  Integration  of  the  whole  person 


Individual  and  long  term  groups  spiritual  counseling 
Cross  cultural  techniques  include  dream  work,  ritual,  nutri¬ 
tion  and  body/mind  interactions,  communication  and  change, 
imagery  training  and  stress  management. 

Tel:  (415)385-8304  OR  (415)759-8105 


Happy  Tray  $JM| 

Roll) 


Kfoto  (41=1386-2777 

Golden  Tray  $22.95  with  coupon 

Call  in  advance.  To-Go  only 

Valid  7  days.  Not  valid  with  any  other  offer. 
EXP.  2/25/2006 

(415)386-2777 

Chicken  Teriyaki  &  Ca-Roll 
Lunch  $4.98  Dinner  $5.98 

Not  valid  with  any  other  offer, 
one  order  per  coupon  per  visit. 

EXP.  2/25/2006 

<{ fete  (415)386-277^ 

Sushi  Combo  $6.99 

Not  valid  with  any  other  offer, 
one  order  per  coupon  per  visit. 

EXP.  2/25/2006 

tft&iC  (4'=)386-2777 

Mix  Tray  $23.95  with  coupon 

Call  in  advance.  To-Go  only 

Valid  7  days.  Not  valid  with  any  other  offer. 
EXP.  2/25/2006 

Lftifo  (4'=)386-2777 

A  Tray  $19.95  with  coupon 

Call  in  advance.  To-Go  only 

Valid  7  days.  Not  valid  with  any  other  offer. 
EXP.  2/25/2006 

tfkte  <41=1386-2777 

Happy  Tray  $14.95  with  coupon 

Call  in  advance.  To-Go  only 

Valid  7  days.  Not  valid  with  any  other  offer. 
EXP.  2/25/2006 

(All  Cooked) 

with  coupon  $22.95 


with  coupon  $1 9.95 


Prices  are  subject  to  change  without  notice. 


(415)  386-2777 

Dine  in  or  To-Go  15%OFF 

Not  valid  with  any  other  offer  or  combine. 
One  order  per  coupon  per  visit. 

EXP.  2/25/2006 


5723  Geary  Blvd.  (@22nd) 

San  Francisco,  CA  94121 
(415)386-2777 

Open  Daily  11 :30am  -  closing 

www.kitarosushi.com 
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Your  Future  Needs  English 

y  9  levels  of  conversational  English  classes. 

/  Specialists  in  TOEFL  preparation. 

✓  Business  English  for  foreign  students. 

✓  Morning,  afternoon  and  evening  classes  (year-round  program) 
/  First  4  hours  FREE! 

</  TOEIC  preparation. 

/  GMAT/GRE  preparation. 

Authorized  under  federal  law  to  enroll  non-immigrant  alien  students. 


—  *vt,  f- 

r  m it  n 

San  Francisco 
Institute  o  f  English 

Since  1987 

3301  Balboa  St. 

Call  for  free  brochure  750-1755 

Fax:  750-9939 


St.  Peter’s  Episcopal  Church 

~  Restoration  with  a  Vision  ~ 

Watch  for  temporary  window  replacement  art 

Sunday  Services: 

8  a.m.  -  Eucharist  with  Silent  Meditation 
10  a.m.  -  Eucharist  with  Music  and  Meditation 

*Assisted  listening  available 

Tuesday  Night  Bring-and-Share  Meal  and  Book  Study: 

1st  and  3rd  Tuesdays  at  7  p.m. 

Currently  studying  “Swamplands  of  the  Soul."  by  James  Hollis 


Located  at  420  29th  Avenue  (near 
Clement)  -  entrance  through  garden 
on  north  side  of  church  building 


For  more  information  on 
services  and  programs,  call 
Fr.  David  Rickey  at  (415)  751- 
4942  or  check  our  website  at 
www.stpeters-sf.org 


St.  Peter’s  is  an  affiliate  of  the 
Center  for  Progressive 
Christianity. 


Service 

/  pay  attention  to  details. 

When  it  comes  to  buying  or 
selling  a  home,  leave  the  de¬ 
tails  to  me.  I  believe  your  pur¬ 
chase  or  sale  should  be  worry- 
free,  and  I  will  do  my  best  to 
keep  it  that  way. 

Through  constant  education 
and  ongoing  experience,  I  rec¬ 
ognize  situations  requiring  at¬ 
tention  and  act  on  them,  leav¬ 
ing  nothing  to  chance.  I  deliver 
the  kind  of  service  you  expect, 
and  take  pride  in  my  ability  to 
follow  through.  I  will  also 
keep  you  informed,  each  step 
of  the  way. 

Attention  to  details  — just  one 
more  way  I  have  learned  to 
serve  my  customers  and 
clients.  Isn’t  that  what  you 
would  expect  from  me?  I  think  so. 


John  M.  Lee 

Real  Estate  Broker 

Pacific  Union 
San  Francisco 

(415)447-6231 


Real  Estate 

John  M.  Lee 

The  year  in  review  -  2005 


The  real  estate  market  in  2005 
was  filled  with  excitement  and 
overbidding  during  the  first  half 
of  the  year  and  then  slowed 
down  the  rest  of  the  year.  Median 
prices  peaked  in  the  second  quar¬ 
ter,  then  decreased  the  rest  of  the 
year.  The  Richmond  home  sales 
comparison  chart  shows  the  final 
results  for  2005,  as  compared 
with  prior  years. 

The  data  was  gathered  from 
the  San  Francisco  Association  of 
Realtors’  Multiple  Listing 
Service  and  consists  of  single¬ 
family  home  sales  in  the 
Richmond,  Lake,  Presidio 
Heights,  Jordan  Park,  Laurel 
Heights,  Lone  Mountain  and  Sea 
Cliff  areas. 

In  2005,  there  were  198  sales 
versus  231  for  2004  and  247  for 
2003,  a  decrease  of  14.3  percent 
from  2004  and  a  huge  decrease 
of  19.8  percent  from  2003.  The 
number  of  sales  has  decreased 
substantially  because  there  are  no 
compelling  reasons  for  sellers  to 
move  from  the  area. 

In  the  first  half  of  2005,  it 
seemed  if  a  property  was  in  good 
condition  and  priced  right,  it  was 
sold  within  a  matter  of  days, 
most  often  with  multiple  offers 
and  selling  above  the  asking 
price.  The  market  shifted  during 
the  second  half,  with  properties 
lingering  on  the  market  longer. 
Even  though  there  were  still  mul¬ 
tiple  offers,  prices  dropped  some¬ 
what  from  the  earlier  half  of  the 
year. 

The  amount  of  time  spent 


marketing  a  home  increased  to 
3 1  days  in  2005  versus  30  days 
in  2004,  and  40  days  in  2003,  an 
increase  of  one  day  or  3.3  per¬ 
cent  from  2004  and  decrease  of 
nine  days,  or  22.5  percent,  from 

2003.  Homes  were  selling  very 
quickly,  buyers  were  ready  to 
buy,  and  lenders  were  able  to 
close  escrow  very  fast,  despite 
heavy  loan  volumes. 

The  annual  median  price  com¬ 
parison  shows  an  extremely 
strong  27  percent  increase  over 
the  past  year  in  addition  to  a  13.3 
percent  increase  from  2003  to 

2004. 

The  average  sales  price  rose 
26.2  percent  during  the  year,  sug¬ 
gesting  that  homes  appreciated 
across  all  segments  of  the  local 
market.  The  spike  in  the  average 
price  of  a  home  sold  in  the  sec¬ 
ond  quarter  is  due  to  two  very 
high-priced  homes  selling  in  the 
Sea  Cliff  during  the  quarter. 

So,  what  is  in  store  for  2006? 
The  real  estate  bubble  news  has 
gotten  old.  Most  economists  are 
not  predicting  bubbles  any  more 
but  more  of  a  soft  landing  as  we 
start  an  economic  growth  cycle. 
Office  space  is  being  leased  out 
downtown  again,  rents  have  sta¬ 
bilized  and  local  commercial 
space  is  being  filled  up,  all  mean¬ 
ing  that  busines  is  gaining  confi¬ 
dence  in  the  economy  and  they 
are,  or  will  be,  hiring. 

On  the  federal  level,  the 
Federal  Reserve  Bank  has  hinted 
that  it  may  have  raised  short-term 
interest  rates  enough,  and  might 


not  need  increase  them  anymore. 
The  feds  believe  the  rate  hikes 
have  served  their  purpose  to  keep 
a  lid  on  inflation  and  boost  our 
economy.  The  good  news  for  us 
in  real  estate  is  that  long-term 
yields,  which  our  mortgage  rates 
are  tied  to,  have  not  gone  up 
much  and  loans  in  the  6.5  percent 
range  are  still  plentiful. 

Locally,  demand  for  housing 
is  always  strong  and  supply  is 
still  ever  so  limited.  As  you  can 
see,  with  about  200-250  homes 
selling  in  the  Richmond  annually, 
demand  still  outnumbers  supply. 
And  even  though  we  might  not 
see  the  torrid  pace  of  the  last  few 
years,  our  real  estate  market 

The  annual 
median  price 

...  shows  an 
extremely 
strong  27  per¬ 
cent  increase 
over  the  past 
year. 


should  be  fine. 

Thus,  my  prediction  for  2006 
is  that  we  will  have  a  better  bal¬ 
anced  real  estate  market,  where 
the  negotiating  power  will  be 
more  evenly  balanced  between 
buyers  and  sellers,  a  shortage  of 
good  inventory  and  moderate  ap¬ 
preciation.  So,  if  you  are  contem¬ 
plating  buying  or  selling  proper¬ 
ty,  this  could  be  a  great  year  to 
do  so. 

John  M.  Lee  is  a  top-selling 
broker  at  Pacific  Union.  For 
questions  regarding  real  estate, 
call  him  at  (415)  447-6231  or  e- 
mail  him  at 
johnlee@  isellsf.com. 


Richmond  Home  Sales  Comparison:  2002  -  2004 


*- 

2003 

2004 

2005 

No.  of  Median 

Avg  Days  on 

No.  of  Median 

Avg  Days  on 

No.  of  Median  Avg  Days  on 

Sales 

Price 

Price  Market 

Sales 

Price 

Price  Market 

Sales  Price  Price  Market 

1st  Quarter 

39 

$799,000 

984,778  47 

32 

$887,500 

1,172,575 

33 

40 

$1,037,500  1,326,069 

30 

2nd  Quarter 

84 

829,000 

1,282,657  43 

74 

946,500 

1,133,308 

24 

52 

1,261.500  1,733,002 

38 

3rd  Quarter 

63 

825,000 

983,095  34 

58 

950,000 

1,167,945 

30 

52 

1,225,000  1,362,462 

26 

4th  Quarter 

31 

830,000 

1,136,223  38 

_67 

925,000 

1,147,001 

34 

54 

1,017,500  1,365,935 

30 

Totals 

247 

$825,000 

1,123,053  40 

231 

$935,000 

1,151,416 

30 

198 

$1,187,250  1,453,371 

31 

1-8.3% 

+10.4% 

+1.6%  +1.7% 

-6.5% 

+  2.5% 

+  13.3% 

-25.2% 

-14.3%  +26.2%  +27%  +3.3% 

Join  Us! 


We 

Serve! 


The  members  of  the  Park  Presidio 
Lions  Club  invite  you  to  join  us  for  lunch 
on  the  first  Wednesday  of  the  month. 
Lions  work  to  help  those  in  our  commu¬ 
nity  less  fortunate  than  ourselves  by  pro¬ 
viding  free  and  low-cost  eye  care  and 
more.  Lunch  is  at  the  Lincoln  Park 
Clubhouse,  our  “home”  at  34th  and 
Clement,  at  noon. 

For  more  information,  call  831  -0461 . 

The  Park  Presidio  Lions  Club  is  a  non-profit 
organization  serving  residents  in  the  Richmond  District. 


Sixty  Plus 
programs 
at  SF  State 

Men  and  women  60  years  of 
age  and  older  who  are  interested 
in  continued  learning  for  person¬ 
al  growth,  enrichment  and  social¬ 
izing  are  invited  to  join  Sixty 
Plus  at  San  Francisco  State 
University. 

Members  take  courses  at  the 
university,  attend  twice-monthly 
afternoon  meetings  on  campus  to 
hear  speakers,  and  can  also  use 
the  opportunity  to  make  new 
friends.  Other  membership  bene¬ 
fits  include  local  and  out-of-town 
bus  tours,  use  of  the  university  li¬ 
brary  and  reduced  ticket  prices  to 
various  events,  including  the  SF 
ballet,  opera,  symphony  and  oth¬ 
er  performing  arts  events. 

The  registration  deadline  for 
Sixty  Plus  spring  semester  class¬ 
es  is  Tuesday,  Jan.  24.  The  fee  is 
$40  for  the  partial  year,  from  Jan. 
1  through  Aug.  31.  For  more  in¬ 
formation  or  for  an  application, 
call  566-9347. 


January  2006 


The  Richmond  Review  •  13 


- - - - - 

Eerie  Aerial  View 


Photo  courtesy  of  Greg  Gaar  collection 


This  early  aerial  view  (looking  northward)  of  the  Richmond  District,  taken  in  1933,  shows  the  SF  College  for  Women  on  the  top  of 
Lone  Mountain.  In  the  foreground  is  Anza  Street  and  the  Odd  Fellows,  Calvary  and  Masonic  cemeteries,  which  were  moved  to  Colma. 
To  the  right  of  the  women's  college  is  Ewing  Field,  which  is  now  housing,  and  the  Muni  barn  at  Geary  Boulevard  and  Masonic 
Avenue.  In  the  middle  of  the  picture,  the  Laurel  Hill  and  Chinese  cemeteries  can  be  seen  where  the  Laurel  Heights  and  the  Laurel 
Heights  shopping  center  are  located  today.  Also  visible  is  the  Temple  Emanu-EI  (upper  left)  and  the  Presidio  Army  Post  (top). 


The 


RICHMOND  REUIEW 

is  now 

ONLINE! 


Featuring: 

•  The  latest  issues  of  the  Richmond  Review  and  Sunset  Beacon 

•  Political  Action  Centerwith  e-mail  links  to  representatives 

•  Merchant’s  Directory 

•  Links  to  neighborhood  organizations 

•  Archives  of  back  issues 


Advertising  Information 
Historical  Photos 


Richmond  Review  -  Sunset  Beacon 


Archives 

Consumer 

SFNNA 

PACK  issues 

CQLVMN/STS 

Merchants' 

nformation 

NEIGHBORHOOD 

Favorite 

Links 

Community 

Organizations 

NEWSPAPER i 

W-ho  We 

Are 

Directory 

www.sfrichmondreview.com 


14  •  The  Richmond  Review 


January  2006 


Dedicated 


1  am  a  prominent 
real  estate  figure  in  the  community. 
I  have  a  lot  of  dedication  and  experience 
helping  people  with  their  real  estate  needs. 
This  kind  of  experience  and  dedication 
sets  the  standards  for  excellence  in  the  industry. 

Call  me  if  you  arc  buying  or  selling. 

Chances  are,  1  can  help. 


an  Esw«y  *o*ss«*3  Osnxatir/* 
f  rtiiu**  ts  Cu«fcrtt>  tj«cd  ThS  H 
Hsl  Am  SkHtetalahori 

Cl**-  5b  VS  «* 


RITCHIE 

HALLANAN 

k  f  A  l  f;I.lT  l. 


. . - . . .  r 

Bruce  McKleroy 
Ritchie  IlaUanan  Real 
Estate  Ltd. 

415-353-5781  Direct 
415-353-5777  Fax 
mckScro>  «;  1 8 00 filbert. com 


□CEAN  BEACH 


-eeST  SRNDUJICH6S  IN  TH6  RICHMOND. 


Fresh  Roosted  Turkey  Breast  Sandwiches. 
Sourdough  Rolls  Baked  Fresh  Dolly. 


SALADS  *  DCSSefiTS  ■  UJINC  ■  B€€R  ■  SOFT  DRINKS 


'  DAILY 
SANDWICH  1 
dwich  SPECIALS  | 

^  ■  <inot  to  oe  comDinea  wnn  any  other  offer,  1  coupon  per  person.  Expires  1/31/06  j 


!$f  OFF 

m  ■  2not  to  be  combined  with  any  other  off* 


734  La  Playa  ■  221  -2031 

OPEN  7  DAYS  ■  Monday  -  Saturday  8:30  a.m.  -  6  p.m. 
 ■  Sunday  10  a.m.  -4:30  p.m. 


^  Richmond  Review 


The  Richmond  Review  is  now  distributed 
door-to-door  to  25,000  homes  in  the 
Richmond  District.  If  you  missed  out,  pick 
up  a  copy  at  the  following  rack  locations: 


8th  Avenue/Clement  St.  (SW  corner) 

16th  Avenue/Geary  Blvd.  -  Ross  Dress  for  Less 
37th  Avenue/Balboa  St.  (SW  corner) 

3419  California  (@  Laurel  Ave.)  -  Peet’s 
V.A.  Medical  Center,  4150  Clement  St., 

Anza  Library,  550  37th  Ave. 

Presidio  Library,  3150  Sacramento  St. 
Richmond  Library,  351  9th  Ave. 


Or,  visit  us  online: 

www.sfrichmondreview.com 


January 

5-15 

Art  Exhibits:  Artist  Susi 
Lewinsky’s  “A  Life  in  Painting,” 
which  captures  her  experiences  as 
a  German  Jewish  woman 
journeying  across  Germany, 
England,  El  Salvador  and  the 
United  States  in  the  1930s,  is  on 
display,  as  is  the  works  of  Shelly 
Lependorf  and  Stan  Shire,  Temple 
Emanu-El,  2  Lake  St.,  on  display 
through  Sunday,  March  12,  free. 
For  more  information,  call  751- 
2535. 

Drawing  Exhibition:  Paul  Louie 
presents  a  series  of  detailed  draw¬ 
ings  of  the  trees  in  Golden  Gate 
Park  that  reveal  the  intricate  beauty 
of  each  subject,  Helen  Crocker 
Russell  Library  of  Horticulture, 

San  Francisco  Botanical  Garden  at 
Strybing  Arboretum,  Golden  Gate 
Park  at  Ninth  Avenue  and  Lincoln 
Way,  on  display  through  March  31, 
10  a.m.  to  4  p.m.,  except  on  major 
holidays.  For  more  information, 
call  661-1316,  ext.  303. 

Seniors  Seminar:  The  public  can 
leam  “Smart  Choices  for  the 
Second  Half  of  Life”  and  find  out 
what  they  need  to  know  to  care  for 
themselves  and  their  loved  ones  at 
a  seminar  featuring  workshops  and 
informal  talks  by  local  care-giving 
institutions,  Temple  Emanu-El,  2 
Lake  St.,  Sunday,  Jan.  8,  1  p.m.  to 
5  p.m.,  free.  For  more  information 
or  to  reserve  a  space,  call  751- 
2541,  ext.  138. 

Insurance  Seminar:  Leam  how  to 
prepare  for  the  challenges  of  long¬ 
term  care  and  how  to  finance  it, 
with  topics  including  Medicare, 
MediCal  and  what  to  look  for  in  an 
insurance  policy,  California  Pacific 
Medical  Center,  2100  Webster  St., 
Suite  106,  Monday,  Jan.  9,  10  a.m. 
to  11:30  a.m.,  free.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  or  to  register,  call  923- 
3155. 

“The  Muses:”  Tanya  Brady  and 
Matthew  Gumsey  perform  Celtic 
music  for  the  whole  family, 

Parkside  Branch  Library,  1200 
Taraval  St.,Wednesday,  Jan.  11,  7 
p.m.,  free.  For  more  information, 
call  557-4277. 

Homeless  Issues:  The  Outer 
Richmond  and  Sunset 
Neighborhood  Task  Force  to  End 
Homelessness  will  meet  to  discuss 
various  issues,  Java  Beach  Cafe, 
Judah  Street  and  Lower  Great 
Highway,  Thursday,  Jan.  12,  7:30 
p.m.  For  more  information,  call 
254-2333. 

Art  History  Exhibition:  "Politics 
and  Wit:  The  Comic  Genius  of 
Andre  Gill,”  original  and  satiric 
caricatures  of  leading  politicians, 
actors,  writers  and  artists  who  were 
the  talk  of  Paris  in  the  waning  days 
of  the  Second  Empire  in  1860s 
France,  will  be  on  display  at  the 
California  Palace  of  the  Legion  of 
Honor,  Lincoln  Park,  34th  Avenue 
and  Clement  Street,  Saturday,  Jan. 

14  through  Sunday,  April  30, 
Tuesdays  through  Sundays,  9:30 
a.m.  to  5  p.m.,  $10  adults,  $7  se¬ 
niors,  $6  youths  13  to  17,  free  for 
children  12  and  younger.  For  more 
information,  call  863-3330. 

Sing-Along:  Children  of  all  ages 
are  invited  to  participate  in  a  sing 
along  performance  by  Dan 
Goldensohn,  Anza  Branch  Library, 
550  37th  Ave.,  Saturday,  Jan.  14, 
1:30  p.m.,  free.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  557-4277. 

16-22 

Preschool  Films:  Children  ages  3 
to  5  are  invited  to  watch  films 
made  especially  for  them  at  the 
Richmond/Senator  Milton  Marks 
Branch  Library,  351  Ninth  Ave., 
Tuesday,  Jan.  17,  10:15  a.m.  to  11 
a.m.,  free.  For  more  information, 
call  557-4277. 

Lecture:  Thomas  Cahill,  author  of 


Calendar  of  Events 


“The  Gift  of  the  Jews,”  will  speak 
about  Jewish  contributions  to 
Western  Civilization,  Temple 
Emanu-El,  Wednesday,  Jan.  18, 
7:30  p.m.,  free.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  751-2541,  ext.  115. 

Older  Adults  Program:  Help  get 
past  bad  experiences  by  watching  a 
wry  video  entitled  “I’d  Rather 
Laugh:  How  to  be  Happy  Even 
When  Life  has  Other  Plans  for 
You,”  which  is  sprinkled  with  self- 
deprecating  humor  and  hard- 
knocks  wisdom.  The  Sequoias, 

1501  Post  St.,  California  Suite, 
Friday,  Jan.  20,  9:30  a.m.  to  noon, 
free.  For  more  information,  call 
551-1122. 

Lunar  New  Year  Flower  Market: 

Shop  for  traditional  plants  and 
flowers  that  symbolize  rebirth, 
wealth  and  prosperity  for  the  new 
year.  The  event  also  features  dance 
troupe  and  acrobatic  performances, 
flower-arranging  demonstrations 
and  hands-on  craft  activities  for 
kids,  San  Francisco  Botanical 
Garden  at  Strybing  Arboretum  in 
Golden  Gate  Park,  Ninth  Avenue 
and  Lincoln  Way,  Saturday,  Jan. 

21,  10  a.m.  to  2  p.m.,  free.  For 
more  information,  call  661-1316. 

Musical  Lapsits:  Stories,  finger- 
plays  and  songs  with  musical  in¬ 
struments  will  be  featured  for  ba¬ 
bies,  toddlers  and  their  parents, 
Parkside  Branch  Library,  1200 
Taraval  St.,  Saturday,  Jan.  21,  10 
a.m.  to  11  a.m.,  free.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  call  557-4277. 

Chinese  Lion  Dancers:  Tradition¬ 
al  lion  dance  performances  will  be 
performed  on  Saturday,  Jan.  21  at 
several  locations  to  celebrate  the 
Lunar  New  Year,  Presidio  Branch 
Library,  3150  Sacramento  St., 

10:30  a.m.;  Anza  Branch  Library, 
550  37th  Ave.,  3  p.m.; 
Richmond/Senator  Milton  Marks 
Branch  Library,  351  Ninth  Ave.,  4 
p.m.,  free.  For  more  information, 
call  557-4277. 

Chinese  Dance  Performance:  The 

Flying  Angels  Chinese  Dance 
Company  presents  a  repertoire  of 
mini-shows  featuring  ancient  clas¬ 
sical  forms  as  well  as  new  and 
lively  folk  dances,  Ortega  Branch 
Library,  3223  Ortega  St.,  Saturday, 
Jan.  21,  2  p.m.,  free.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  call  557-4277. 

23-31 

Square  Dancing  Class:  The  Caper 
Cutters  Square  Dance  Club  is  of¬ 
fering  introductory  12-week  begin¬ 
ner  classes  at  St.  Paul's  Presbyter¬ 
ian  Church,  1399  43rd  Ave., 
Mondays,  beginning  Jan.  23,  7:30 
p.m.  to  9  p.m.,  first  two  weeks  are 
free,  $5  per  person  for  each  addi¬ 
tional  class.  For  more  information, 
call  753-5013. 

SF  History  Association  Meeting: 

Guest  speaker  Lorri  Ungaretti,  au¬ 
thor  of  books  about  the  Sunset  and 
Richmond  districts,  will  speak 
about  her  passion  for  local  history 
and  give  a  presentation  about  her 
books,  which  will  be  available  for 
sale  and  signing.  Mission  Dolores 
Auditorium,  16th  and  Church 
streets,  Tuesday,  Jan.  24,  doors 
open  at  7  p.m.  with  refreshments 
served,  meeting  begins  at  8  p.m., 

$5  for  non-members.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  call  750-9986. 

Newborn  Parenting  Class:  Soon- 
to-be  parents  can  leam  what  to  ex¬ 
pect  from  their  baby  in  the  first  28 
days  of  life  from  Dr.  Janet  Sollod, 
Parents  Place,  1710  Scott  St., 
Wednesdays,  Jan.  25,  Feb.  22  and 
March  29,  5:30  p.m.  to  7  p.m.,  $20 
per  session,  per  person  or  $35  per 
couple.  Pre-registration  required  as 
space  will  not  be  guaranteed  until 
completed  registration  form  and 
full  payment  is  received.  For  more 
information,  call  359-2454. 

Baroque  Voice  Master  Class: 

Hear  the  baroque  voice  of  Judy 


Malafronte  as  she  sings  the  music 
of  Henry  Purcell,  San  Francisco  • 
Conservatory  of  Music,  Agnes 
Albert  Hall,  1201  Ortega  St., 
Wednesday,  Jan.  25,  8  p.m.,  free. 
For  more  information,  call  759- 
3475. 

PAR  Meeting:  The  Planning 
Association  for  the  Richmond  will 
hold  a  meeting  to  discuss  restora¬ 
tion  efforts  at  Lands  End  and  the 
plan  to  replace  Doyle  Drive, 
Richmond  Recreation  Center,  251 
18th  Ave.,  Thursday,  Jan.  26,  7:30 
p.m.  For  more  information,  go  to 
the  Web  site  at  www.sfpar.org. 

Ballroom  Dance  Classes:  Couples 
can  leam  to  samba,  rhumba,  cha 
cha  cha,  tango,  waltz,  foxtrot  and 
more  at  the  Forest  Hill  Christian 
Church,  Fellowship  Hall,  250 
Laguna  Honda  Blvd.,  Thursdays, 
beginning  Jan.  26,  $65  per  couple 
for  six  lessons.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  661-2746. 

Lecture  Presentation:  Guest 
speaker  Kevin  M.  Clarke  gives  an 
informational  lecture  entitled  “Not 
in  My  Kitchen:  Invasive  Ants  of 
San  Francisco,”  Randall  Museum, 
199  Museum  Way,  Thursday,  Jan. 
26,  7:30  p.m.,  free.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  554-9600. 

Stargazing  Session:  Join  as¬ 
tronomer  Bing  Quock  of  the 
California  Academy  of  Sciences’ 
Morrison  Planetarium  for  a  laser- 
guided  tour  of  the  sky  and  a  deeper 
exploration  of  familiar  constella¬ 
tions,  planets,  and  galaxies  with 
binoculars  and  a  telescope,  dress 
warmly,  bnng  binoculars  if  you 
have  them,  and  a  red-colored  flash¬ 
light  to  preserve  your  night-vision. 
Class  is  cancelled  in  the  event  of 
cloudy  weather,  San  Francisco 
Botanical  Gardens,  Golden  Gate 
Park,  Friday,  Jan.  27,  6  p.m.  to 
7:30  p.m.,  $12  per  individual,  $18 
per  family.  For  more  information, 
call  321-8000. 

Crafty  Stories:  Join  in  the  fun  for 
youth  aged  3  to  6,  Anza  Branch 
Library,  550  37th  Ave.,  Tuesday, 
Jan.  31,  10:30  a.m.,  free.  For  more 
information,  call  557-4277. 

Heart  Health  Fair:  Members  of 
the  public  can  find  out  if  they  are 
at  risk  for  heart  disease  via  a  blood 
pressure  and  body  mass  index  test 
or  they  can  attend  informative  lec¬ 
tures,  Cathedral  Hill  Hotel  1101 
Van  Ness  Ave,  Saturday,  Feb.  4, 
free.  For  more  information  or  to 
schedule  a  cholesterol/glucose 
screening  appointment,  call  923- 
3155. 
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Sacramento 

Assemblyman  Leland  Yee 

Let's  end  domestic  violence 


Nearly  1  in  3  women  will  be  a 
victim  of  domestic  violence  in 
her  lifetime,  according  to  the 
Family  Violence  Prevention 
Fund,  which  also  reports  that  3 
million  to  10  million  children 
witness  domestic  violence  every 
year  and  1  in  5  high-school  girls 
experience  dating  violence. 

In  California,  the  numbers  are 
equally  disheartening.  The  state 
Department  of  Justice  reports 
more  than  600  incidents  of  do¬ 
mestic  violence  every  day.  In  ad¬ 
dition,  57  percent  of  homeless 
women  list  domestic  violence  as 
the  immediate  cause  of  their 
homelessness. 

Compounding  the  real-world 
consequences  for  the  victims  of 
violence  and  their  families,  sig¬ 
nificant  economic  consequences 
burden  our  community  as  well. 
Although  it  is  difficult  to  attach  a 
price  tag  to  the  physical  and  psy¬ 
chological  effects  of  domestic  vi¬ 
olence,  the  American  Institute  on 
Domestic  Violence  notes  that  the 
great  majority  of  victims  are 
women,  which  translates  into 
enormous  social  costs.  The  insti¬ 
tute  estimates  that  domestic  vio¬ 
lence  costs  American  businesses 
between  $3  billion  and  $5  billion 
a  year  in  absenteeism,  medical 
costs,  employee  turnover  and  lost 
productivity.  That  is  in  addition 
to  the  costs  associated  with  nec¬ 
essary  services,  such  as  counsel¬ 
ing  and  legal  advice,  that  victims 


of  domestic  violence  require. 

In  the  Bay  Area,  we  have 
many  dedicated  advocates  and 
volunteers,  including  Community 
Overcoming  Relationship  Abuse 
in  San  Mateo  County,  whose 
staff  helps  deal  with  the  conse¬ 
quences  of  violence  against 
women.  These  individuals  not 
only  assist  battered  women  suf¬ 
fering  the  physical  and  psycho¬ 
logical  effects  of  violence,  but 
help  raise  awareness  of  the  prob¬ 
lem  in  our  communities  by  hold¬ 
ing  walks,  protests  and  vigils. 
Dedicated  advocates  do  much  to 
heal  the  wounds  of  domestic  vio¬ 
lence  and  have  made  consider¬ 
able  gains  in  addressing  the  root 
causes  of  domestic  violence  as 
well. 

But  much  more  needs  to  be 
done  to  break  the  cycle  of  inter- 
generational  violence.  A  signifi¬ 
cant  way  to  do  so  is  to  end  the  si¬ 


lence  regarding  this  critical  issue 
among  men  and  boys.  Statistics 
from  Community  Overcoming 
Relationship  Abuse  show  that 
domestic  violence  is  most  fre¬ 
quently  perpetrated  by  men 
against  women.  But,  to  date, 
there  is  little  dialogue  among 
men  and  boys  about  this  issue 
and  about  ways  to  stop  it  before 
it  begins.  Men  are  not  naturally 
inclined  toward  violence,  but 
young  men  and  boys  will  learn 
the  behavior  if  it  is  part  of  their 
home  life.  Without  men  speaking 
out  against  violence  against 
women,  we  allow  for  a  society 
that  perpetuates  sexism  and  ac¬ 
cepts  domestic  violence  and  rela¬ 
tionship  abuse. 

In  order  to  help  bring  an  end 
to  violence  against  women,  men 
can  no  longer  be  silent.  We  must 
speak  out  and  encourage  all  men 
never  to  commit,  condone  or  re¬ 
main  silent  about  violence 
against  women. 

As  a  way  to  help  accomplish 
this  goal,  I  recently  launched  the 
first  White  Ribbon  Campaign  in 
California.  This  continuing  effort 
will  urge  men  to  show  their  sup¬ 
port  for  ending  violence  against 
women  by  wearing  white  ribbons 
and  signing  commitment  cards. 
The  campaign  will  raise  aware¬ 


ness  of  this  problem  in  the  com¬ 
munity,  conduct  educational 
workshops  in  schools,  work¬ 
places  and  communities  and  sup¬ 
port  organizations  that  deal  with 
the  consequences  of  violence 
against  women. 

In  January,  I  plan  to  introduce 
an  Assembly  Concurrent 
Resolution  to  officially  memori¬ 
alize  the  White  Ribbon 
Campaign  in  California.  I  am 
hopeful  that  every  state  legislator 
will  proudly  support  this  resolu¬ 
tion.  I  have  specifically  encour¬ 
aged  the  male  members  of  the 
legislature  to  co-author  this  reso¬ 
lution  as  a  way  for  us  to  take  per¬ 
sonal  and  collective  action 
against  violence.  I  also  urge  all 


men  in  California  to  join  the 
White  Ribbon  Campaign  by  vis¬ 
iting  www.assembly.ca.gov/yee 
and  signing  the  commitment  to 
end  men’s  violence  against  wom¬ 
en. 

Family  violence  is  not  just  a 
women’s  issue;  it’s  a  community 
problem  that  needs  men  and 
women  working  together.  The 
White  Ribbon  Campaign  is  a 
meaningful  way  for  men  to  help 
create  a  society  free  from  vio¬ 
lence  against  women. 

Assemblyman  Iceland  Yee  is 
the  speaker  pro  tempore  at  the 
California  Assembly.  He  repre¬ 
sents  the  12th  Assembly  District, 
which  includes  San  Francisco 
and  San  Mateo  counties. 


Quit  Smoking  in  One  Session 

Dr.  Jonathon  D.  Gray  •  Hypnosis 
San  Francisco  •  563-2333 

Addictions  •  Stress  Reduction 
Pain  Control  •  Weight  Control 
Phobias  •  Optimum  Performance 
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Notice  of  Nondiscrimination 

St.  Monica  School,  mindful  of  its  mission  to  be  witness  to  the  love 
of  Christ  for  all,  admits  students  of  any  race,  color,  and  national  and/or 
ethnic  origin  to  all  the  rights,  privileges,  programs  and  activities  gener¬ 
ally  accorded  to  or  made  available  to  students  at  this  school.  Saint 
Monica  School  does  not  unlawfully  discriminate  on  the  basis  of  race, 
color,  and  national  and/or  ethnic  origin,  age  sex,  or  disability  in  admin¬ 
istration  of  educational  polices,  admissions  policies,  scholarship  pro¬ 
grams,  and  athletic  and  other  school  administered  programs. 

Likewise,  Saint  Monica  School  does  not  unlawfully  discriminate 
against  any  applicant  for  employment  on  the  basis  of  age,  sex,  disabili¬ 
ty,  race,  color  and  national  and/or  ethnic  origin. 


CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISING 


ACUPUNCTURE 

Acupuncture  and  Massage:  We 
Treat  pains  of  the  neck,  shoulder, 
back,  hands  and  other  chronic 
pain  resulting  from  a  car  accident, 
work,  etc.  Call  Linda  Cheng 
Acupuncture  Clinic  at  (415)  753- 
1881. 

ART  CLASSES 

40  Classes  with  14  Instructors 
in  the  Sunset/Parkside  for  adults 
and  mature  teens  at  Fogbelt 
Studio.  For  more  information  or  to 
get  a  hard-copy  brochure,  call 
(415)  661-8502  or  e-mail 

kathy@fogbeltstudio.com.  Web 
site:  www.fogbeltstudio.com. 

CARPENTRY/PAINTING 

Interior  and  Exterior  Painting: 

Dryrot,  stairs,  deck,  fence,  retain¬ 
ing  walls,  flooring,  etc.  Roof  seal¬ 
ing  and  repairs,  sheetrock  and 
stucco  repair,  electrical  and  plumb¬ 
ing,  seismic  retrofitting,  tree  trim¬ 
ming  too!  Far  West  Restorations  & 
Construction,  CA  license  #751689, 
Jim  Kennedy  -  (415)  661-3724. 

CUSTOM  CABINETS 

Custom  Pine  Cabinetry  for 

home,  office  and  country  place. 
Go  to  our  Web  site  at 
www.pinecabinetry.com  or  just  call 
Jim  at  (415)  621-4390. 

FENCE  CONSTRUCTION 

Specializing  in  Redwood  Fences 

-  Morrow  Construction.  License 
#343633.  For  more  information, 
call  (650)  994-6892. 

FURNITURE 

REFINISHING 

Furniture  Restripped  and 
Refinished.  Excellent  work,  quick¬ 
ly  done.  Includes  pick-up  and  re¬ 
turn.  15  years  experience.  Call  Jim 
at  621-4390. 


FURNITURE  WANTED 

Buying  Older-Style  Furniture 
and  Household  items.  One  item 
or  entire  home.  Give  us  a  call  at 
(415)  621-4390- Jim. 

HAULING/CLEANING 

Bruno’s  Hauling  and  Cleaning, 

basements,  backyards,  lots; 
hauls/moves  appliances,  demoli¬ 
tion  cleanup  (no  liquids).  31  years 
hauling.  No  job  too  small.  The 
quality  remains  long  after  the  price 
has  been  forgotten.  Free  esti¬ 
mates.  Call  Bruno  at  (415)  665- 
8655.  Bruno’s  Hauling  - 
www.brunoshauling.citysearch.com. 

A  Hauling  Company:  Clean-up 

basements,  attic,  garage,  cellar; 
junk,  trash,  garbage  and  appli¬ 
ances  removal.  Carpet  removal 
service  (nails,  staples,  wood  strips, 
padding).  Call  Lou  at  (415)  225- 
4637  for  more  information. 

HEALTH 

Free  Recovery  Tape  Lines:  Call 
751-5390  and  751-0241  anytime. 

HOME  REFINISHING 

Interior  Home  Refinishing: 

Kitchen  cabinets,  doors,  wainscot¬ 
ing,  trim  and  more.  Fine  work, 
quickly  done.  15  years  experience. 
Call  Jim  at  621  -4390. 

JOB  COUNSELING 

Job  Transfer  Counseling:  Are 

you  leaving  your  job  or  is  your  job 
leaving  you?  Do  not  leave  your  re¬ 
tirement  plan  behind.  Call  for  a 
free  report.  Call  (415)  820-1449. 

MUSIC  CLASSES 

S.F.  School  of  Music  (9th  and 
Judah):  S.F.  home  of  nationally 
acclaimed  Harmony  Road  Music 
Program  (18  months  and  up). 
Also,  all  levels  of  piano,  instru¬ 
ments,  voice  and  musical  theater. 


For  more  information,  call  (415) 
294-5050  or  go  to  the  Web  site  at 
www.sfschoolofmusic.com. 

NEEDLEPOINT 

Eva’s  Needlepoint:  Sell  French 
painted  canvas.  Kits  are  available. 
Will  teach  and  help  beginners.  535 
35th  Ave.  (at  Geary).  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  call  (415)  751-3530. 

OFFICE  SPACE  FOR  RENT 

This  Petite  Jewel,  attractively  fur¬ 
nished,  sunny,  street-level  space 
on  Geary  Blvd.,  near  22nd  Ave., 
can  be  yours  for  only  $350/month. 
Start  your  New  Year  in  this  charm¬ 
ing,  convenient  space  and  your 
business  and  spirits  will  sear.  For 
more  information  on  this  rare 
rental  opportunity,  call  Vance  at 
387-7417  or  Mary  at  751-4162. 

PIANO  LESSONS 

Patient  Teacher  with  25+  Years 
Experience;  B.M.  Degree;  M.T.A. 
member;  literature,  theory  and 
technique;  learn  the  classics,  pops 
and  old  favorites.  Family  and  se¬ 
nior  discounts.  Weekday  appoint¬ 
ments  available  from  4  p.m. 
Saturday  lessons  by  appointment. 
$22  half  hour.  Call  Ms.  Kofnovec 
at  664-8176. 

REAL  ESTATE 

Real  Estate  Wanted:  Can  need 
tender  loving  care  or  be  very 
rough.  All  cash  OK.  Must  be  rea¬ 
sonably  priced.  Anywhere  in  Bay 
Area  OK.  Leave  your  name  and 
number  on  my  message  center 
recorder.  Paul  Cosmides  -  (415) 
759-7874. 

Free:  Seller’s  Guide  to  Selling  a 
Home  booklet  includes  things  to 
know,  including  the  process  of 
submitting  or  receiving  offers,  ac¬ 
cepting  an  offer  or  closing  the 
transaction.  Call  (415)  753-8580 


and  leave  your  name  for  delivery. 

ROLFING 

Rolfing  Structural  integration 

can  bring  comfort  and  balance  to 
your  body,  helping  improve  pos¬ 
ture  and  relieving  tension  and 
pain.  Rolfing  is  not  painful  as  it  has 
evolved  into  a  gentler  and  more 
comfortable  experience.  For  more 
information,  call  Philip  Brown, 
Certified  Rolfer,  at  (415)  668-0714 
or  e-mail  me  at 
Rolferphilip  @  aol.com . 

ROOM  FOR  RENT 

Room  for  Rent:  $550  plus  utili¬ 
ties,  need  first  and  last  month.  Non 
smoker,  spiritual  household,  (415) 
235-2194. 

TRAVELERS  WANTED 

When  a  Business  or  Pleasure 

travel  involves  a  hotel  stay:  Collect 
the  toiletries  each  day,  use  what 
you  need  and  bring  the  rest  to  do¬ 
nate  to  Working  Essentials.  The 
items  are  provided  to  job  coun¬ 
selors  at  18  agencies,  then  dis¬ 
tributed  to  individuals  who  are 
homeless  and  trying  to  obtain  and 
maintain  employment.  Drop  items 
at  the  Richmond  Police  Station, 
461  Sixth  Ave.;  for  other  locations 
visit  www.workingessentials.org  or 
call  (415)  565-0201,  ext.  27. 

VEHICLE  DONATIONS 

The  Crohn’s  &  Colitis 
Foundation  is  seeking  vehicle  do¬ 
nations  to  support  its  assistance  to 
children  and  adults  suffering  from 
inflammatory  bowel  diseases.  Free 
pickup  and  towing  possible.  For 
more  information,  call  (650)  578- 
6590. 

VOLUNTEER 

OPPORTUNITIES 

Volunteers  Needed  for  Hospice 

-  Pathways,  a  local  non-profit,  is 


looking  for  caring  individuals  to 
visit  patients  and  families  in  San 
Francisco.  Training  and  support 
provided!  Contact  Vivian  Wan  at 
(650)  808-4604. 

SF  Botanical  Garden  Society 

needs  volunteers  who  enjoy  work¬ 
ing  with  children  and  have  a  love 
of  the  outdoors.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  about  the  Garden’s  docent 
training  program,  which  runs  Feb. 
7  through  April  25  ($75),  call  661- 
1316,  ext.  312. 

The  St.  Anthony  Foundation 

needs  volunteers  to  provide  for  the 
needs  of  the  homeless.  For  more 
information,  call  241-2600. 

The  Retired  &  Senior  Volunteer 
Program  is  looking  for  people  to 
become  ambassadors  and  warn 
seniors  about  various  investment 
frauds.  For  more  information,  call 
RSVP  at  (415)  731-3335. 

School  Volunteers  Needed:  San 
Francisco  School  Volunteers  as¬ 
sist  students  with  a  variety  of  tutor¬ 
ing  needs.  Free  training  and  place¬ 
ment.  For  more  information,  call 
SFSV  at  (415)  749-3700  or  visit 
the  Web  site  at  www.sfsv.org. 

YOGA 

Free  Class  or  $15  Off  for  one  of 

these  San  Francisco  Yoga  School 
services:  Personal  yoga/Fitness 
sessions  for  individuals  and/or 
couples/Restorative  and  Shadow 
Yoga  group  classes;  or  one  of  the 
following  courses:  Yoga  at  the 
Workplace;  Yoga  at  the  Beach; 
and  the  Essential  Oil  Raindrop 
Technique,  with  Pamela  Carrara,  a 
yoga/dance/fitness  professional  for 
30  years.  Individual  attention  as¬ 
sured.  For  more  information,  call 
(415)  290-1229,  e-mail  sfyo- 
gaschool@yahoo.com  or  go  to  the 
school's  Web  site  at 
www.  sfy  ogaschool  .com . 


Send  us  your  classified  or  business  service  listing. 

Private  party  classified  ads,  up  to  25  words,  cost  $5  per  monthly  listing.  Business  ads,  up  to  25  words, 
cost  $20  per  month.  Double  rates  for  double  space.  All  ads  must  be  pre-paid  and  mailed  to  the  ReView 
office  by  the  20th  of  the  month.  Mail  to:  The  Richmond  ReView,  P.O.  Box  590596,  S.F.,  CA  94159 
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At  Hill  &  Company  we  believe  in  giving  back  to  our  local 
community  and  to  our  national  community  in  times  of  need. 

During  2005,  we  have  been  fortunate  to  be  able  to  grant 
significant  charitable  donations  to  the  organizations  listed. 
Many  of  these  contributions  support  ongoing  projects  that 
Hill  &  Company  has  been  involved  with  for  many  years.  This 
year  we  also  contributed  to  three  organizations  in  the  New 
Orleans  area  to  help  relieve  some  of  the  pain  and  suffering 
caused  by  Hurricane  Katrina. 

A  warm  thank  you  to  all  of  our  clients  and  agents  for  making 
2005  a  wonderful  year  for  us,  and  for  allowing  us  as  a 
company  to  share  some  of  our  good  fortune. 

Jay  Costello 
General  Manager 


American  Cancer  Society 
California  Pacific  Medical  Center 
CARE 

Enterprise  for  Students 

Friends  of  the  San  Francisco  Library 

Glide  Memorial  Church 

Home  Away  From  Homelessness 

Hurricane  Katrina  Relief: 

Laitram  Corporation  Matching  Fund 
John  McDonough  Senior  High  School 
Ocean  Spnngs  School  Distnct 
KQED 

little  Sisters  of  the  Poor 

The  National  Red  Cross 

Neighborhood  Parks  Council 

The  Salvation  Army 

San  Francisco  Firefighters  Toy  Program 

San  Francisco  Food  Bank 

The  San  Francisco  Red  Cross 

San  Francisco  University  High  School 

St  Anthony's  Dining  Room 

St  Vincent  de  Paul 

Susan  G.  Komen  Breast  Cancer  Foundation 
United  States  Olympic  Committee 


Lombard  Street  Office 

1 880  Lombard  Street 
San  Francisco.  C A  94 1 23 
T  (415)921-6000 
P.  (415)931-0984 


Union  Street  Office 

2 1 07  Union  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 23 
T:  (415)921-6000 
F:  (415)931-9148 


Property  Management/ 
Rental  Office 

1 906  Union  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 23 
T:  (415)292-1777 
R  (415)292-1775 


HILL&CO. 

REAL  ESTATE 

www.hill-co.com 


HILL&CO. 

REAL  ESTATE 


Jacob  Vendle,  MBA 

Broker  Associate 

415-218-4031 

jacob@vendle.com 

www.vendle.com 


Eileen  Mougeot 

Broker  Associate 
415-321-4242 
emougeot@hill-co.com 
www.hill-co.com 
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We  know  the  Richmond 


We  help  sellers  and  buyers 
succeed  in  the  real  estate  market  by 
providing  unparalleled  service  and 
guidance  based  on  over  25  years  of 
experience.  Add  integrity,  commitment 
and  dedication  to  the  mix  and  you 
have  our  recipe  for  success. 


Our  clients  become  our  friends. 
We  are  always  available,  always  on 
your  side  and  always  reliable.  If  you 
are  thinking  about  selling,  you  owe  it 
to  yourself  to  give  us  a  call  and  find 
out  what  we  can  do  for  you.  Put  our 
team  to  work  for  you! 


Initial  Consultation 


Market  Analysis 
Property  Evaluation 


Saving  of  25-65 

From  Standard  Local  Fees  With 
Our  Insurance  Policy  Starting  At 

$7200  Per  Year 

Plus  one  time  process  fees  of  $16 


Zoom  Bleaching 

In  about  an  hour,  your  smile 
can  be  transformed  from  a 
yellowing  embarrassment 
to  an  unbelievable  white! 

SPECIAL  $499  Reg.  $699 


Do  you  need  new 
or  replacement 
partials  or  dentures?  You 
won’t  believe  our  prices! 
Quality  workmanship  you 
can  afford. 


4  Natural-Looking  Teeth  with 
IPS  Empress  Porcelain  - 
Permanent  tooth 
replacement  without  caps 

4  One  day  denture 
construction  &  placement 

4  One  hour  denture  repair 

4  Inter-Oral  Camera  System 

4  Quality  Sterilization  Assured 

4  In-House  Lab 

4  Most  Insurance  Accepted 

4  Denti-Cal  Accepted 

4  0%  Financing  (on  approval) 


ceanview 


Excellence  in  Dentistry  and  professional 
care  for  over  15  years 


In  Office  Specialist  - 

Harvard  graduate  with  experience  in  all  areas  of 
periodontal  and  implant  treatments 

We' 

Now 


Offer 

Invisalign 


‘Invisalign  is  the  invisible  way  to  strengthen^ 
your  teeth  without  braces.” 

Clear  •  Transparent  •  Removable 
Braces?  No!  Invisalign?  Yes! 

-Now  you  can  smile  more  during  the  treatment 
as  well  as  after.” 
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Reg.  $150  •  New  Patients  Only 

Complete  Dental 
Check-Up 

Includes: 

♦  Cleaning/Prophylaxis 

♦  Necessary  X-Rays 

♦  Complete  Oral  Exam 

♦  Oral  Cancer  Screening 

♦  Doctor’s  Consultation  And 
Written  Estimate  Of  Treatment 

With  coupon  only.  Not  valid  with 
any  other  offer.  Expires  1/31  /06. 


NEW!!! 

Alternative  Treatment 
for  Periodontal  Disease 
ATRIDOX 

Please  call  office  for  details. 


Your  Dental  Insurance  Accepted  as  Payment 

...  In  most  cases.  Please  call  for  details. 

760  La  Playa 

San  Francisco,  CA  941 21  \f+  I  a  "OOVZ 

www.oceanviewdental.com 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appointments  Available 


Teeth  Whitening 
Treatment  Available 

"For  Noticeably  Brighter  Teeth." 
Please  call  office  for  details. 

Only  $200°°  re9-  $300 

With  coupon  only.  Expires  1/31/06. 
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